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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p.n., and read prayers.

4.30

QUESTIONS (6).
MANPOWER.
As to Releases from Forces.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Is he acquainted with the published
statement of the Minister for the Army (Mr.
Forde) that 12,000 to 13,000 releases wonild
he made from the Army by the end of this
vear, as a contribution to & p'an to release
45,000 men from the Army and Air Foreces by
the 30th June, 1945, to supply priority indus-
tries with labour?

(2) Has he any information as to the re-
quirements for releases from the Air Force?

(3) In view of the acknowledged shortage
of essential labour in the dairying, potato
and froit growing industries in the South-
West, which has had an adverse effect on
those industries, has he taken any steps to
see that Western Australia will have a fair
share of such releases?

(4) If so, what steps have already been
taken?

The MINISTER replied:
(1), (2), (3) and (4) No official advice
has been received regarding the release of an
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additional 45,000 men from the Army and
Air Foree by the 30th June, 1945, The
Deputy Director General of Manpower is at
present in the Eastern States discussing this
question and has full information regard-
ing the case for rural industries in Western
Australia. The case for this State will be
stressed further at a meeting of the Aus-
tralian Agrienltural Council early mnext
month.

The proeedure to obtain the release of a
soldier from the Air Foree is that the
soldier must apply to the Commanding
Officer of his unit for discharge. The
employer who desires the discharge of
the soldier for essential production, either
industrial or rural, is required to apply
stating full particelars to the Deputy
Dirpetor General of Manpower. The ease
will then be investigated and should discharg:
be approved, the soldier will be so advised
by his Commanding Officer.

COMMONWEALTH HOUSING SCHEME.
As to Relative Costs in South Australia.
Mr. WITHERS asked the Premier-

Is it a faet that under the Commonwealth
Housing Seheme, similar types of houses are
costing £250 more in Western Australia than
in South Australia, and that the rent for
such houses is 25s. in Western Australis, as
against 15s. in South Australia?

The PREMIER replied :

No. Prior te the war, the South Aus-
tralian Housing Trust was building a type
of semi-detached brick house which cost less
than the single type of house now being
erected in this State under the Common-
wealth War Housing Scheme. The rent of
such a house was in the vicinity of 15s.
per week. These houses are smaller than the
houses being crected in Western Australia.
The cost of building in South Australia has
advanced substantially during the war. I un-
derstand that the South Australian Housing
Trust proposes to build a largper type of
house which will naturally eost more than
the pre-war type even eliminating the higher
cost of building cavnsed by war conditions.

T have no information as to what the

South Australian costs will be or what rents
will be charged.
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SWINE FEVER.
As te Use of Swill.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for Agri-
cultare:

(1) Under what regulation is the feeding
of swill to pigs prohibited?

(2) In view of the article in “The West
Australian” on Monday, does he consider the
burial of swill a serious economic waste and
& menace Lo health?

(3} Would he consider maintaining the
prohibition against the use of swill for a
sufficient length of time to warrant private
enterprise or the Perth City Council erect-
ing digeztors for the drying of the material
Tor stock feed concentrates?

(4) Also, does the process suggested en-
sure the destruetion of the germ eaunsing
swine fever?

The MINISTER replied:

{1} Regulation 77A under the Stock
Diseases Act.

(2) The loss of the swill is an economie
waste but its burial is not a menace to
health.

(3) Yes.

{4) Yes.

HAY.
As to New Season’s Price.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Agui-
culture:

(1) Has any priec been determined for
new secason's hay?

{2} It so, what price per ton has been
fixed for {a) wheaten hay, (b) oaten hay?

(3) If no price has been fixed, is he aware
whether it is the intention of the Prices Com-
missioner to fix a price and will he make re-
presentations to ensure that a payable price
is miven?

(4) What is the ruling price per ton to-
day for wheaten and oaten hay for the
coming season?

* The MINISTER replied:

(1) New priee has heen approved by the
Comnionwealth Prices Commissioner and an
announcement will he made in the next few
days regarding prices in this State.

{2} (a) (i) £2 10s. per ton in stack; (ii)
£4 per ton in stook delivered to cutter. (h)
Deduct 10s. per ton from cach of ahove
prices.

[ASSEMBLY.]

(3) Answered by No. (1).
{4) See answer to No. (2).

WHEAT AND SUPERPHCOSPHATE.

As to Restrictions, ete.

Mr. TELFER (without notice) asked the
Minister for Lands:

Has he had any further word regarding
the wheat acreage for the 1045-46 season
and the superphosphate supplies necessary
for cropping in that year? Further, hag he
made representations for the continuation of
the acreage subsidy even though the area may
be increased ?

The MINISTER repliea:

I have continued to make representations
to the Minister for Commerce coneerning the
wheat acreage allocation for the 1945-46
season and the superphosphate supplies. It
will be remembered that when Mr. Scully
was in this State recently I pressed hard for
an announcement to facilitate fallowing and
the preparations for the 1945-46 crop. Mr.
Seully advised that if the smper available
from phosphatie roek brought from long dis-
tance oversen were to the extent that was
anticipated and for whieh shipping had been
arranged, he expected Western Australia
would receive, on the same proportion of
super per acre, sufficient for an inerease in
acreage to 2,500,000 acres. During the inter-
vening weeks I have persisted with my ap-
proaches fo the Commonwenlth Government,
ineluding the {wo Commonwealth Ministers
immediately concerned, pressing for an im-
mediate pronouncement. I realise that now
s the time and not early in 1945 when
farmers desire to know what the position will
be, so that they can make their preparations
for 1945-46 crop.

The Premier: To enable them to do the
fallowing. -~ .

The MINISTER. FOR LANDS: Yes.
During the last 24 hours I have expected an
announcement by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.  Although none has been made, I
have been communieated with by the Govern-
ment by phepe. I think I ean inform the
House generally coneerning what has trans-
pived. Mr. Seully advised me during the last
24 hours that, in answer to my latest pross-
ing telegram, the Commonwealth Government
had found that the anticipated superphos-
phate supplies that it had been imagined
would he received, might not be availahle
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for Western Australia. Nevertheless it stiil
looks hopeful that we will receive 193,000
tons. If I have understood Mr. Scully
aright, that means we will have sufficient
for approximately 2,400,000 acres on the
hasis of the present rate of application. Mr.
Secully’s statement to me was to the effect
that although the Commonwealth Govern-
ment could not agree to 2,500,000 acres and
guarantee superphosphate for that acreage,
it would agree to 15 or 16 per cent. redne-
tion of the basic aercage, or approximately
2,100,000 acres. I pressed for aereage com-
pensation in case the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s anticipations eould not be lived up to.
The Commonwealth Government thought it
was not at all possible to continue on the
hasis of 12s5. per aere for the next season;
but it has agreed provided that the redue-
tion from thé¢ basie aereage is 15 per cent.
to eompensation being paid on a sixth of
the avea instead of a third, as has obtained
for the last few years. The summary of
that is that the reduction from the basic
aereage will be on the basis of 15 or 16 per
cent,, and for the area thrown ouf of pro-
duction compensation will be paid at a lesser
Tate than that obtaining during the past
few years,

RAILWAY ACCIDENT, CLAREMONT.
As to Effect on Permanent Way.
My, NORTH (without notice) asked the
Minister for Railways: Whether the per-
manent way over the bridge and subway
has been so shaken by the accident at Clare-

mont that it will be necessary to have it
reconstrueted ?

The MINISTER replied: So far as I
know, the permanent way has not been
affected in any way.

BILLS (4)—THIRD READING.
, Industries Assistanee Act Continuance.
, Finaneial Emergency Act Amendment.
, Life Assurance Companies Act Amend-
ment.
, Plant Disenses {Registration Fees) Act
Amendment.
Transmitted to the Couneil.
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BILL—SHEARERS’ ACCOMMODATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Pawnbrokers Amendment.

2, Constitution Acts Amendment (No. 3).
Introduced by Mrs. Cardell-Oliver.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. Wilson, leave of
abgenee for one month granted to Mr. New-
ton (Greenough) on the ground of serviec
with the R.A.A.F, oversea, and to Mr.
Styants (Kalgoorlie) and Mr. Raphael {Vie-
toria Park) on the ground of military ser-
viee.

MOTION—LICENSED FREMISES.

Ag to Closing on Cessation of Hostilities.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[446]: T move—

That this House considers the Government

should take stepa to ensure the closing of all
premises licensed for the sale of aleoholic
liquor for n period of twenty-four hours im-
mediately there ia news that an armistice or
any other arrangement is made putting an
end of hostilities with Germany or Japau, or
when cither of them surrenders,
I need not speak on the motion at any length,
as it really speaks for itself. During the
last war many disgraceful seenes ocenrred
through excessive drinking. In some cases
lives have been lost through hars being open
at periods when emotions ran high. The
bars shonld have been closed when troop-
ships were passing through, or when there
was an excess of soldiers in the strects of
the metropolitan area. I do not believe
there is 2 decent man or woman with rela-
tives in the Forees who would ohject to
the closing of bars on sueh occasions. Much
of the ill-feeling between Allied soldiers, who
were our guests, and much of the brawling
that occurred during these times, would
have been avoided had the bars not been
open, It might be termed a degradation for
some of the troops themselves that the hars
should be closed. However, we have the ox-
perience of the last world war. The soldiers
themselves realise that the closing of the bars
would be in the interests of all.

It might be asked, why deprive a man of '
2 glass of beer on such an oceasion as an
armistice after the greatest war of zll time?
It seems rather mean and paltry, but we
must remember that at such a time we are
not exactly norimal people, after years of re-
straint, when restrained emotions break
forth. Bars are the meeting places where
only drink is sold, and many young people
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who may nof have been drinkers up to that
time will take 'advantage of such places.
There are others who eannot stand even a
small quantity of alechol. Again, there are
some who may not be affected at normal
times by a small quantity of aleohol, but
after the self-imposed restraint of five years
may perhaps act in such a way as they would
never dream of in normal times. Knowing
that we run this risk of over-exultation
which may result in tragedy, I move the
motion. I ean definitely state that not only
the public generally will approve of any
netion the Government may take in acting
upon this motion, but that the licensees
themselves will heartily approve of it
During a recent disgraceful braw] it was the
licensecs whe took the initiative in elosing
their hars, but we ave here to govern and
we should govern. We have the power,

The Premier. We alone have not the re-
sponsibility of doing that. Tt is also the
licensees' responsibility to close if brawls
oceur.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The licensees
themselves prefer that this motion should be
passed through the House and that is why
I am moving it. The public, too, would
prefer it to be passed and that we should
give a direction in this matter. In the
statute-book certain power is given to a rvesi-
dent magistrate to close hotels in a time
of riot, but we want to forestall that.

The Premier: The Commissioner of Police
has that power, too.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The licensees
had to elose the bars during the last brawl.
I have been asked by many people to submit
this motion, ard I do so with the hope that
the Hounse will pass it and that the Govern-
ment will act upon it. My last point is that,
when the happy day of armistice comes and
hostilities cease, the time should he one of
thanksgiving. In my opinion the church
bells should ring and the churches should be
open for thanksgiving. On numerons ocea-
sions we have been called to prayer by our
King. When our shores were threatened ovr
churches were full to overflowing and fer-
vent prayers went up to God from people
many of whom, perhaps, had never before
been in a chureh. We were prepared to seek
aid when our lives were menaced and 1 be-
lieve that the decent thing when hostilities
cease, would be {o ray to God, “We sought
sour help in fime of need. You hclped ns
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and now we can say ‘thank you’ and we will
dedicate the first day of the peace to thanks-
giving and the service of God.” [ trust
the motion will he ¢arried unanimously and
that the Government will take action.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION—COMMONWEALTH
CURRENCY.

As to Retention of Control.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [+54]:
I move—

That this House is of opinion that any inter-
national agrecment that involves the surrender
of the Commonwealth’s sovereignty over its
curreney, cither partly or wholly, would be
disastreus, involving, as it would, the complete
domination of the social and eeonomiec stand-
ards, and freedom of the Australian people, by
a foreign body, This House, therefore, enters
a protest against any such agreement being
gigned witheut the consent of the people of
Australia being first obtained, and is of opinion
that other State Premiers should be invited to
co-operate with the Premier of Western Awus-
tralin in expressing this view to the Common-
wealth Government,

I desire to ask members to bear with me
while T make a few points in support of
the motion. I appreciate that members
have heen particularly generous to me dur-
ing my persistency in regard to matters of
a finaneinl charaeter. I thank them for their
past favours, and sincerely hope that what
I have to say in support of the motion will
not be hnrdensome to them. I will try to be
as brief as possible. Members will under-
stand, however, that the matter denlt with
in the motion is very serious. It has in it
substanee which concerns the national wel-
fare of the people of Australia. In conse-
quence, I shall be obliged to put forward an
argument suitable for the Premicr of this
State to submit when, with his colleagues,
he makes representations to the Common-
wealth Government. That is, of course, in
the event of the motion being passed bhv
the House. Sinee a certain measure was
introduced into this Chamber, we have heard
several definitions of the word “democracy.”
I readily admit that, when analysed, every
one of them expresses, in essence, what demo-
cracy really means. I consider, however,
that it would not be out of place for me tn
give my humble interpretation of the word.

I suggest that democracy—interpreting it
from the angle from which I view it—im-
plies a state wherein the body politic reposes



(13 Seprenerr, 1944.]

complete and supreme sovereignty with the
" people. In other words, putting it into
clearer and more eoncise language, it is the
belief inberent in the human race that its
individual members in assoctation will secure
the results they desire. Members will readily
appreciate that if that is the correet inter-
pretation of democracy, the people of Aus-
tralia at any rate have enjoyed but little of
its essence. As a fact, only on very rare
occasions have the people had the right to
decide any important questions. Invariably,
and at given periods, they have the right to
ehoose representatives who take their place
in the legislatures of the Commonwealth as
the representatives, or the alleged represen-
tatives of the people. There are many who
feel like myself and readily admit that we
are sent here to represent not our own ideas
but the ideas of the majority of the electors
in our electorates. The position, therefore,
has hecome particnlarly grave, for we find
that instead of the clectors getting the re-
sults they ask for when they are given an
opportunity to decide, whichever politieal
party has the glorious experience of vietory
at an clection chooses an executive whie) is
known as the Government.

This coterie of individuals develops into a
political dictatorship and gives the people
results they never asked for and never voted
for. This does not apply only to the Com-
monwealth of Australia but is, in essence,
actually in existenee in all democracies, or
allezed demoeracies. The outcome of this
particular system of political dietatorship
has permitted wars, then depressions and an
intervening period with a semblance of pros-
perity, and then further depressions and an-
other war. T venture to suggest that no body
of Ausiralian electors ever voted for any of
these things, nor would they have voted for
them had they been given the opportunity.
Nor did they think that their political repre-
sentatives would so desert and betray them
as to conspire in order that these things
could be imposed upon an innocent and trust-
ing public. Aunstralia and the other demoera-
cies, so far as the populations of these
respective nations are concerned, were never
closer to the threshold of universal disaster
than at the moment.

Any individual who will give close con-
sideration to the events that led up to this
war and to the last depression, and that led
up te the last war, will find no difficulty in
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coming to the conclusion that there is an
unseen government which dietates to the
Governments elected by the people, and that
this government predominates and rules
supreme. 1f this particular agreement is
gsigned by any representatives of Australia,
it will be the first, although probably not
the most important for I am not in the
happy position of being able to state freely
which of the two barrels of this partienlar
gun is the more deadly. But if we surrender
any rights over the ceurrency of Australia,
cither partly or wholly, we will immediately
surrender all rights to freedom and to
economic security.

The Premier: Do you not think that we
should have any international co-operation
at all?

Mr. MARSHALL: I do, but that is not
what this agreement provides. I agree with
the Premier, and alse with the Prime Minis-
ter of Australia, that we should eollaborate
with ather Governments for the purpose of
bringing abhout a hetter understanding and
preserving as far as is humanly possible
peace for all time and presperity for all
nations,

The Premier: And financial co-operation,

Mr. MARSHALL: Finaneial co-operation
is quite different from signing away complete
anthority and sovereignty over our coun-
try’s currency. The Premier ought to be
the one member of this Chamber to have
realised that long sinee, for while holding
the very honourable position of Premicr of
this State, he has heen redueced in status to
that of 2 professional beggar. He goes con-
stantly to the Bastern States in an en-
deavour to get sufficient money, not to earry
on the affairs of the State in a proper and
cfficient way, but merely to struggle along
just ns the individuals had to do during the
depression period.

Tae Premier: You have a wrong impres-
ston of that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Perhaps I have. My
impressions are deduced from observations,
and I challenge the Premier here and now
to point to any of our publie utilities or
bunildings that are of a modern character,
or even in a state of decent repair. The
rollingstack of cur railways, long hefore the
war hroke out, was in a deplorable condi.
tion. So were cur tramways. The buildine
in which we house the offices of the Child
Welfare Department is a positive disgrace
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to ns. I instance the Children’s Court where
we try innocent children and their mothers.
Look where you like, Mr. Speaker, and with
the exception of one or two institutions that
have been constructed of recent date and
have some semblanee of modernisation and
efficiency, our buildings are all bad. Take
the Education Department, or any other}
For these reasons the Premier ought not to
speak as he does. He knows full well that
a wealthy country such as this should not
have this significant exhibition of poverty.
It does not become the Premier, in his posi-
tion, to say that everything is all right.

The Premier: I did not say that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, he implied it
when I was pointing out that he has to beg
for sufficient money, not to modernise or im-
prove our present buildings, but merely to
sustain the State ai the lowest possible ebh.

The Premier: Why decry your own coun-
try like that?

Mr, MARSHALL: T am not deerying my
own country, which is a sunny, glorious
land, capable of produecing much hetter re-
sujts than the Premier has got from it!
Why do we all try to perform the hypo-
critical aet of pretending that if we stick
our head in the sand no-one will see us?
Why do we not facy the truth? Who in this
Chamber will admit that this State has hail
sufficient money to carry on its welfare in
a proper and efficient manner?

The Premier: It has made a very credit-
able performance.

Mr. MARSHALL: Most ereditable, under
the cireumstances.

The Premier: Then why deery it?

Mr. MARSHALL: Becausg it should he a
thousand times better, and if the Premier
does not adopt a different attitude when he
goes abroad in search of money and finance
it is little wonder that we do not make bettor
progress.

The Premier: We get more than our
share,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, MARSHALL: We do not get more
than our share. We pet a proportion of
money, and by whom is it allocated?

The Premier: By ourselves.

Mr. MARSHALL: No. The allocation is
influenced by the Commonwealth Bank
Board. Tt is not made by any Government.
Al Governments are schooled in the pro-
positions and proposals submitted by this
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hoard. The ides, of course, is to perpetunte
the idea that this Australian pation is poor
and poverty-stricken.

The Premier: No, under-developed.

Mr. MARSIALL: And the Premier was
a member of this Chamber when Wostern
Australin produced 32,000,000 bushels of
wheat in one year, and what is the quota
now? That is the under-development! The
Premier is putting the State back to its
native condition because of the lack ot
proper and efficient eontrol. He has re-
duced the production of wheat to almost half
of what the State produced in 1929. Ho
has men and women every Friday on thu
highways of this State begging alms for the
comfort of the dependants of these who ave
sacrificing their lives upon the hattlefield,
Can that be helieved? That is the prineipal
motive that is prevalent throughout the
world today. It is to cultivate the poverty
mind; to make the people of the different
nations believe that their country possesses
but little wealth and that the respective
Governments are doing theiv best to share
that poverty. Just faney that in a wealthy
country like Australia people should, on a
Friday, be on the eity highways begging
alms to help orphans!

The Premier: That is not so.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, MARSHALL: Yes, it is. Only a few
days ago I was asked to contribute to the
welfare of an orphanage. The important
roint is that this system is trying to impress
on all and sundry that this is n poor eountry.
What is the Soldiers’ Dependants’ Fund?
Only recently we had a cirenlar sent to us
showing the benefits that it had hestowed
upon the dependants of soldiers fighting
on forcign battlefields. Is it not a posi-
tive disgrace that the Government of
this country eannot look after the de-
pendants of those who are sacrifieing
their lives on foreign battlefields? Must
their comfort depend on the amount of
money that an organisation can heg on the
highways? That is the deplorable state
of affairs against which I protest. Will
the Premier deny that what I say is true?

The Premier: YVes.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then God help him!
I suggest to the Premier that instead of
his riding to and from his office in a luxu-
rious eor, he should walk on Friday, just
one day in the week, and he will then ox-
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perience what a person who has no ear has
to encounter.

The Premier: I very often buy those
badges.

My. MARSHALL: The Premier knows
that there is an organisation that takes
money from ecitizens to provide comforts
for our soldiers.

The Premier: No, what I know is that a
lot of charitably disposed people are will-
ing to give money.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Premier
must refrain from interjecting.

Mr. MARSHALL: Why should that be
necessuty in a wealthy country like Aus-
tralin? It is the traditional mentality and
we shall never be allowed to escape from
it. People cannot realise that this is a
wealthy c¢ountry, and so they subscribe to
these deplorable things in an age that can
provide abundance. I know full well that
what I am saying is a fact. This is a
wealthy country, and there should be no
begging on the highways of any of its
cities to provide ecomforts for orphanages
or for soldiers’ dependants.

I suppose 1 shall be challenged again on
the acenracy of this accusation that, dur-
ing the 1914-18 war and during the eur-
reney of the present war, promises galore
have been made. During the previous war
all sorts of promises were made as to what
would be the lot of the Aillied Nations
when peace returned. We were told that
it was s war to end war, a war to maRe
the world safe for democracy. Today we
are getiing similar promises. If we sign
this agreement, shall we get all or more
after this war than we got after the Jast
war? Bad and all as the depression was, it
led people fully to realise that it counld
have been averted or need not have been
so protracted as it was. The people know
full well that the depression was unneces-
sary, and I hope they will not tolerate an-
other one.

What we bave to do is to retain sover-
eignty over our own curreney. Once we
part with that, we shall have parted with
all that is of any value to any couniry or
any Government. No couniry can fune-
tion onee it parts with control of its cur-
rengy. The Premier of this State cannot
funetion withont money. The fact that it
is controlled from the Eastern States puts
the Premier of Western Australia in the
invidious position in whieh he finds him-
self. Remove control to a greater distance
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and place it under a foreign body and then
try to visualise the invidious -position In
which all Governments, ineluding the Can.
berra Government, will find themselves! A
few individuals will confrol the nation’s
currency without reference to the require-
ments or welfare of the people, At the
whim of a few individuals who know not
Australia and who care not for the Aus-
tralian people, the standards in this coun-
try will be dictated.

While we retain confrol we can always
the people being willing, foree the Common-
wealth Government to esereise its prerogative
and take charge of the banking, the currency,
and the ecredit issuing of money within
the Commnonwealth. If we fail to do that,
we shall find after the war that Australia
will he reduced practically to a state of
serfdom. We shall have no say whatever
in the standards that will prevail. Wa
cannot have any say, because the where-
withal to adjust the standards, the power,
authority and sovereignty to do so will,
once the agreement is signed, he vested in
some foreign body. This is no new scheme
on the part of a ecoterie of individuals.
The scheme was planned many years ago,
and the war presented an excelleni oppor-
tunity for imposing it upon the people
while their passions could be played upon
during the time they were anticipating vic-
tory and a glorious hereafter.

In the name of permanent peace, people
will fall for any scheme without giving it
thought. Some people would agree to any-
thing if they thought it would prevent g
recurrence of war. The coterie to which
I have referred takes advantage of the
bloodshed on foreign hattlafields to im-
pose its will on the people of the warring
nations. I hope Australia will not fall for
this. As I said before, this is the first
shot. What is being attempted by inter-
naticnal financiers is to get control of the
destiny of the Allied Nations hy control-
ling their eurreney or money supply. We
need not have any doubts as to what the
results will be if they secure that power.
We have already felt the effects: of their
control of finance because they have con-
trolled prices throughont the world during
the last 25 vears. What they seek now is
the lezal authority which so far they have
lacked.

If the Commonwealth showed sufficient
eourage and eXercised sovereignty over its
monetary issue, this foreign oligarchy



562

could do us no harm. Through the medium
of banking institutions it eontrols the vol-
ume of money to he circulated in any coun-
try. This control comes from Wall-street,
Amevica, through the Bank of England,
where we have a subsidiary committee, to
the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, and
the nation’s bank advises the Commonwealth
Government as to its finanvial policy in
Australia. All that is neeessary is for the
Commonwealth Government to do the right
thing by the people. But if it signs this
agreement, it will no longer have the legal
right te aet for the people as it should.
We shall be abjeet slaves, serfs, vassals
of an oligarchy set up in some foreign
country, and the lash of the slave-driver
will evoss the Pacific Ocean with a sting-
ing stultifying ecffect on the people of
Australia. T desire to quote from a pam-
phlet. I know the quotation iz correer
becanse I have read most of vof. Soddy’s
work entitled ‘‘Poverty, Old and New,”’
and T know that this paragraph appears
m it. He said—

Crimes have been committed by kings, The
pages of history are foul. But for a eold-
bloeded, caleulated ¢rime against the economie
freedom of a nation, a blow below the belt at
those weakest and least able to withstand it,
I commend you to our popular democratic
government and its monetary policy during
and since the war. During the war it promised
on the platform an England fit for heroes,
and then, the war heing safely ‘‘won,’’ it
treasonably conspired with those who have
usurped the sopreme power to make her a
happy hunting ground for the reeruiting
sergoants of war, degradation aud viee,
Most members of this Chamber are as old
as I am and can remember what was pro-
mised for the welfare of the people. Yet
now we have another war. I warn members,
as T have done frequently, that all is not
well. Nover was Australia in greater danger
than it is af this moment. These gangsters
have controlled the destiny and standards
of the world for yeaxs. Members who have
closely followed happenings will readily ap-
preciate that when peaee returns, Germany
and Japan will be foreed to suhmit to the
proposals contained in this agreement. They
will have no alternative, This agreement is
a scheme to decoy the Allies in now.

Mr. North: Britain has not signed it yet.

Mr. MARSHALL: No nation has signed
it vet; T hope that none ever docs. Members
will appreciate the trickery if they study
the incidents reecorded daily in the capifal-
istic Press. This is n snide and subtle effort
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to decoy the Allies in and sign away the
future freedom and liberty of the people
eemprising those nations, For years I have
been endeavouring to awaken my colleagues
to what has been happening, but I am sorry
to say that my time has been mostly wasted
and that my utterances have fallen on deaf
ears,

Mr. Withers: On unresponsive ears.

Mr. MARSHALL: Unless there is a rude
awakening it will probably be too late;
disaster will befall all of us, To give mem-
bers an opportunity to appreciate the vision
of some of the ecitizens of the British Fm-
pire, [ shall quote a statement made by the
Lord Chief Justice of England in 1875, He
had this to say—

The issuc that has swept down the centurics

and whieh will have to be fought soener or
later is the people versus the bankers.
In 1875 the Lord Chief Justico of England
had that to say about banking institutions!
Yet today it is dilfieult to get men to appre-
ciate the tyranny that these banking people
have been able to exercise over the people
hy eoercing responsible governments of
nations into doing their bidding. I quofed
only vecently what the presont Prime Min-
ister of England and an ex-Prime Minister
of England, Mr. Lloyd George, had to say
about the last pcace negotiations.  They
appreeiated how necessary it was to elip tise
wings of the bankers, but nothing was done
and so we have had this war. This par-
ticular seheme or agreement, as members will
know, was the oeeasion for great rejoieing in
‘Wall-street, Ameriea. The financiers of
Ameriea with their proposals defeated what
was submitted by the economists of Britain.
That shonld have awakened quite a number
of thoughtful people.

The material difference between the two
schemes was that under the British seheme
gold was fo he relegated to & very unimport-
ant position in post-war reconstruction.
Under this agreement it is to take an all-
important part. That has caused preat ve-
joicing in America. What ts this proposal?
Merely to introduee an international stabili-
sation fund of the respeetive currencies of
the participating nntions. It looks all right
and sounds lovely. There is nothing sus-
picions about it at all. What is the sub-
stance of 1t? It is an international exchange
measure hased on gold. It is ealled bancor.
Tt would bLe interesting to Lnow how that
name was devised. TLooking at it, T wonld
respectfully suggest that it came from the
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first three letters of two words “bankers” and
“corruption.” The agreement is & pro-
posal to intreduce an international exchange
standard based on gold; in other words, it
will express the exchange value of the respee-
tive nations participating in the agreement.

The maost remarkable thing about the pro-

posal is that it is based on gold. Here is
the occasion for all the rejoicing by America
over the vietory, becamse America holds 95
per cent. of the worlds gold in vaults.
Henee the jubilation! It is expected and
intended that this stabilisation fund will use
gold for clearing agreecments between
nations. How can a nation use gold for
the purpose of clearing its debtor necounts
with other nations when it has no gold?

Mr. McDonald: Is it proposed to give them
gold subsequently ¥

Mr. MARSHALL: I am coming to that
point now. The hon., member must not be
premature. He will get the answer directly.
It will be casy to give it. The hon. member
must not he so considerate for his banking
friends. Truly, as the member for West
Perth interjected, the proposal is that gold
credits will be advanced to any nation re-
quiring gold for the purpose of clearing its
indebtedness. But under what conditions?
They will naturally get the gold fhey re-
quire on the condition that the ecredits so
issned will be vsed in America. Does not
the member for West Perth, therefore, read-
ily see that this is a scheme to lend gold
to debtor ecountries conditionally on their
trading on that credit in Americay Thus
America will eapture the world’s markets.

My, Leslie: Do you not bear America any
goodwill at all¢

Mr. MARSHALL: T have not the slightest
hostility whatever to the American people,
nor have the American people devised this
scheme. But the Americar banker—I mean
the investing international banker—is not
to be found in Ameriea glone. The seheme,
liowever, is an American scheme and that
is why I constantly use the name America.
Seeing that the British proposal was furned
down, I could not very well say that Britain
is doing this, although the bankers are re-
joicing there as well as the bankers in
America over this scheme,

Mr. Leslie: But they are honest.

Mr. MARSHALL: I tell the hon. member
that I do not discriminate between inter-
nationnl Jews at all. They know no eoun-
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try; they respect no flag; they respect no
standards but their own. Anything will do
—7Yankee Doodle, Jap, Jew or Gentile—
all is honey that comes into their hives.
The Minister for Lands: Yon mean money.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, call it money.

Mr. MeDonald; But is not the idea to
aid the small nations?

My, MARSHALL: Yes, of course! The
simple-minded man! THe swollows it all!
He rushes into it. I will give the hon. mem-
ber a ease in point. Was not the Premiers’
Plan designed to bring about prosperity,
and T ask him “Did it?”

Mr. MeDonald: Is not Russia in this?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. Russia, as I
stated a few days ago when speaking on
the Address-in-reply, has the perfect form
of politics desired by the ecapitalistic or
banking elass—work for all at the minimum
etandard for all time. There is no possible
hope of utilising mechanisation te produce
real wealth in Russia to he shared among
the people. They are abject slaves and work
all the time, men, women and children. The
member for West Perth need not worry
ahoul Russia; she is well under the whip
and always has been. Let us look at the
scheme from another angle. We find that
one nation, possessing 95 per cent. of the
world’s gold, is going to lend it ont to those
nations that have none. The member for
West Perth will readily appreciate this
point when T put it to him in this way, that
Ameriea will not ship gold to another coun-
try without retaining control over it. It
would be far too dangerous to do so. That
will not be done. It will be gold credits
shipped to other countries on conditions.
For this right we are to sacrifice our
sovereign power over our currency either
partly or wholly, for the great privilege
of being anchored once again to the inter-
national bankers’ golden myth,

At present, the Awustralian £1 is valued
at 12s. 9d. so far as its equation goes when
compared with goods in Ameriea; in other
words, our £1 note buys 12s, 9d. worth of
credits in America. Under this agreement,
all the agreeing nations are to have their
cnrrencies devalued in the terms of gold,
and probably devalued much lower than
12s5. 9d. Members will realise that should
that take place it will mean that our raw
materials, a5 well as the raw materials of
other ecountries will be sent to America,
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where it will be manufactured into finished
goods. Thus will America be able success-
fully to compete against any nation, irres-
pective of that nation’s standards. That is
the position. This is an effort to bring Aus-
tralia down to a nation of wood and water
Joeys. We will produce raw materials
which America will buy; no finished articles
will be manufactured in Australia for ex-
port to America. America will not want
them. In my humble judgment, shounld this
agreement be signed, the factories which
are now in existence here, and which are
ready for the change-over from a war econ-
omy to a peace economy, will be useless. We
will not want them. I therefore sincerely
hope this motion will be earried.

I have given my views on the proposal
as I see it. Like the Irishman, I can see
the unseen hand. I have studied these
moves and watched the workings of these
international bankers corrupting govern-
ments, one after another, irrespective of
their politics. First one and then the other.
I warn members. There we have the basic
prineiple of the scheme. I ask members
which will be the victorious nation. I do net
want to speak disrespectfully of America
as a nation. Those people are good, clean-
living, honest and hongurable, and yet
31,000,000 of them starved amidst mechani-
sation and the real wealth of the American
nation during the period I have referred
to. Notwithstanding all the gold and the
mechanisation they had, and the glorious
elimate, the steel of Ameriea, and other ad-
vantages, 31,000,000 of those people were
on the dole.

Mr. Leslie: We were told that Govern-
ments caused that depression.

Mr. MARSHALL: No Government eaused
it. This is not a Government proposal. It
has been engineered underground by the
financiers and then put to Governments.
The member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe speak-
ing only last night pointed ont the power
that the wealthy class had so far as propa-
ganda is concerned, and he was right too.
I commend him for his remarks. He spoke
truthfully in regard to the ecapitalistic
Press. It is owned and controlled by capi-
talism and interlocked with banking inter-
ests and institutions. Any member may
say, on these proposals which I have been
discussing, that if the agreement is signed
Australia will have its representation on
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this foreign board. It will have representa-
tion, but that will be hopelessly outvoted.
What chance would anyone have of being
elected to this particular board or auth-
ority unless he was inclined to subseribe
to the theories and the proposals submitted

by the international financiers? The Press

would be used, the cinema would be used
and the wireless would be used against
him. That would be the position unless
high finance knew that those who were to
be elected were prepared to give effect to
their desires. The hon. member also truth-
fully said there was no such thing as a free
Press, and there has not been one for years.
The last free Press we saw in Australia
was ‘‘The Bulletin,’’ before it fell into the
clutching hand of the present group. To
give members some idea of the freedom of
the Press I will guote from a statment
made by a man named John Winton, ex-
editor of ‘‘The New York Times.”” On his
vetirement he was hanqueted, and it fell
to his lot to veply to the toast of “The In-
dependent Press.”” This is what My, Winton
had to say at that function—

There is no such thing in Amcriea as an
independent Fress. You know it, as I know
it. There is not one of you who would dare
write his honest opinions, and if he gid, you
would know heforehand it would never appear
in print.

I am paid 250 dollars per week to keep my
honest opinions out of the paper I am con-
nected with.

The businesa of the journalist is to destroy
the truth, to lie outright, to prevent, to vilify,
to fawn at the feet of Mammon, and to setl
himsclf, and his ecountry, nnd his race for his
daily bread. You know this, and I know it,
and what felly is this to be toasting an ‘‘In-
dependent Press.’?

We are the tools and vaasals of rich men
behind the scenes. We are jumping jacks,
They pull the strings, and we dance. Our
talents, our possibilities, and our lives are the
property of these men,

We are intelleetual prostitntes,

Mr. North: In vino in veritas.
wine.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have referred to the
first barrel. In order to show the Chamher
how these people work I now want to refer
to the sccond barrel which is being fired.
There ¢an be no argument about this. I
feel confident that Australian people at
least will never tolerate nnother depression.
The individuals I speak of are fully aware
of that and realise that if this agreement
is signed the standards of Australia will be
in their hands. These people aspire to

Truth in
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power as well as profit—power is mostly
what they look for—and they realise that
if the people are sllowed to be free, happy
and prosperous, they will have no control
over them. It is only by subjugating them
and keeping them down low on the ladder
of prosperity, coercing them and keeping
them in debt, that they feel they will be
able to handle them and rule supreme over
their destinies. That would be their am-
bition in the event of the agreement being
signed. They wanb to make sure that once
we come in we shall not get out.

They have got another barrel ready for
nations foolish emough to subseribe to the
theory of a federal union. They propose to
ereate another oligarchy which will be set
up in a foreign country, and be armed with
all the eollective powers which the nations
will have subscribed, air force, navy and
army, to do its will. So that if we want
to get ont there will be no munitions either
at the front door or at the back door. That
is the idea. Once they get us in we will
never get out. If we make any protest and
attempt to fight onr way out the oligarchy
will let loose its forees upon us, or upon
any other refractory nation which wishes
to release itself from the dominations of
this particular gang. I warn the people of
Australia and members of this House, and
the sooner they realise what is bhappening
the better. We must take action. We can-
not sit down when we know what is going
on. I realise that there is no man hetter
versed in these facts than is the Prime
Minister of Australia. Mr. Curtin is one
of the most able of men on these subjects, a
brilliant writer and an eloquent speaker in
condemnation of them, But he is only
human, and he can make mistakes. All poli-
ticians will appreeiate the fact that a man
facls more confident, and idevelops more
courage in doing what he knows to be right,
when he has the bulk of the people behind
him.

We should give thet assurance to the
Prime Minister of Auvstralia. He will not
require very much or anything in the way
of coercion. I noliced a statement in the
Press a few weeks ago, a short paragraph,
which indieated elearly that Mr. Cartin
could sce what was going to happen. I ask
this House to support the motion in order
that Mv. Curtin may feel more econlident
and pgain more encouragement, and he in-
spived to do what I know that he knows
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is the right thing. We should not leave him
kigh and dry because in these circumstances
the temptation is particularly strong. There
is a risk in the cirenmstances. Mr. Curtin
has been for a trip abroad. I know that ne
effort on the part of these people will be
spared to influence him with the necessity
for legislation of this sort. 1 know that he
understands them, thank God, and I also
know that they can tell Mr. Curtin nothing
in regard to these matters. I want this
House to give him courage, to let him know
that at least so far as we are concerned
we ‘will take the mesponsibility—we will
do g0 when we pass this motion—of answer-
ing for the people of Western Australia,
boeause thero is no time to consult them by
way of a referendum.

That is all that my motion asks for. In
explanation, I will put the matter this way.
Whilst I know that Mr, Curtin has his eyes
wide open, and fully appreciates all that
can happen, I feel that there are others in
the Cabinet who may not possess the same
knowledge. Dr. Evatt took two trips across
to Amcrica and England. I suppose there
were very urgent and most important mat-
ters for him to deal with, The most remark-
able Ffact, and the strangest thing of all,
was that Dr. BEvait was aceompanied on
both occasions and shadowed every inch of
the way by Mr. Robinsor of Broken Hill
Proprietary fame, a man who held big in-
terests in oil and steel in Australia, America
and England.

Mr. Cross: Was he not a big subseriber
to the “No” campaign?

Mr. MARSHALIL: It is remarkable that
this one man should accompany the same
ropresentative of the Commonwealth on
both oceasions. Is it any wonder that on
their return from the last trip the Sydney
“Morning Herald” should herald it with
this statement: “Dr. Evatt has seen the
right man.” The right man for whom, the
people of Australia, the working classes,
the masses? I suppose 98 per cent. of the
people of the Commonwealth are working
people. Would he see the right persons to
loak after the welfare of our people in
this company? Would the right people
kave been seen to do justice to our people,
or would people have heen seen who would
endeavour to influence the signing of an
agreement of this sort? Those are things
which agitate my mind and eause mp grave
concern and worry. I know that My, Cur-
tin will be awake to the situation, but we
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should do our best to encourage him to give
effeet to the opinions which he would ex-
press upon this subject.

I suppose if I stood here for the rest
of the evening and gave my own views they
would not be accepted as being very aunthori-
tative upon the subject. I have tried on
scores of occasions to point out that this
scheme and this plan have heen going on for
yvears. It is not a eondition of war, or
the stress of war. It is an attempt on the
part of gangsters smidely to impose their
will upon the people by tickling theiv
passions with promises while the war is on
of a new world order and of the
many good things that will come
about after the war. So I desire,
at the risk of labouring the point
and irking my listeners, to read one
or two ¢quoiations, trusting that members
will bear with me. I have a pamphlet writ-
ten by a man who is in the forefront of
the monetary reform movement in Sydney,
his name being Stanley F. Allen. I do not
propose to present his opinions but, for
convenience, I shall quote from his pam-
phlet extracts from certain articles that
appeaved in eiveulars published in the
American Bankers’ Association’s maga-
zine. The circulars are most astonnding.
and I particularly want Country Party
members to take notice of what 1 shall
read. They will see how hopeless it is for
them to be constantly erying out to the
State Government to reduee the eapitali-
sation on farming propositions, for it can-
not be done under the present monetary
system. It certainly cannot he done by
the Government under present day eireum-
stances because, though the State may re-
duce the "capitalisation, foreign investors
ean promptly reduce the price of commodi-
ties. YWhere does that get us?

The Government writes off capital and
the foreign investor controls the price of
the product. Thus the producers are still
kept in a state of slavery. We cannot alter
the position until the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment assumes the sovereignty that
rightly belongs to it and denies the right
to private institutions to create credit.
What I shall quote represents vital facts,
references to which appeared in the bank.
ers’ own magazine, It shows what conirol
has been exercised over the nation’s sove
reignty in the field of currency—and what
ean be done in Ameriea can certainly be
done here. Here is one extract which was
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circulated in 1891 and is indieative of the
cunningly gained control of the power to
ercate money that was seeured by the men
who manipulate the nalional currency
there—

We authorise our loan agents in the West-
ern States to lonn out funds on real cstate,
to fall due on September 1st, 1894, and at no
time thereafter. On September 1st, 18%4, we
will not renew our loans, under any considera-
tion. On September 1st we will demand our
money. We will foreclose and become mort-
gagees in posgession, We can take two-thirds
of the farms west of the Mississippi and
thousands of them cuast of the great Missis-
sippi as well, at our own price. We may as
well ewn three-fourths of the farma of the
West and the money of the country. Then
the farmers will Lecome tenmants, as in Eng-
land, After September 1st, the interest we
receive on coupona will be accumulated. We
will not lend any of our funds after that date,
as we can make more money by withholding
our interest income.

That is one circular which will he interest-
ing to those who really helieve that the
State Government can do something for
the agriculturvist although the power rests
in the hands of these people who have ne
respeet for farmers or for the people gene-
rally, but have regard only to the profils
and the power that they themselves desirve.
Here is another eireular, bearing date Lhe
11th Mareh, 1893, under the authority of
the American Bankers' Association—

Dear Bir,—The interests of national banks
require immedinte financial legislation by Con-
gress, Silver, silver cortificates ond Treasury
notes must he retired and national bank notes,
upon a gold hasis, be made the only money.
This will require the gsuthorisation of
500,000,000 to 1,000,000,000 dollars of new
bonds as a basis of circulation. You will at
once retire one-third of your circulation {your
paper money) and call in one-balf of your
loans. Be careful to make a monetary strin-
gency among your patrons, especially among
influential buginess men. The future life of
national (private} banks as fixed and safe
investments dependa upon immediate action,
as there s an increasing sentiment in favour
of Government legal-tender notes amd silver
ceinage.

This eireular appeared when America was
setting out o take control of the issue of
her own currency. The circular was spread
around as an act of defiance in view of the
possibilities of the situation. The banks
even wanted Congress to pass legislation
and an issue of 1,000,000,000 dollars of new
bonds as a basis of eirculation. I would
remind the member for Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe that there was no gold hasis here,
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Mr. McDonald: From what book are you
taking those extraets?

Mr. MARSHALL: From a booklet en-
titled ‘‘Stop That Thief,”’ by Stanley F.
Allen, of Sydney. Then I come to a pub-
lished statement in the United States
Banks’ Association’s magazine, under date
twe 6th August, 1924, from which I quote
the following:—

Capital must proteet itself in cvery possible
way, both by combinafion and legislation,
Debts must be collected, Mortgages must be
foreclosed as rapidly as possible. When,
throngh a process of law, the common people
lose their homes, they will beeome more docile
and more ¢asily governed through the strong
arm of Government, applied by =a ecentral
power of wealth under leading financiers.
These truths are well known among our prin-
eipnl men, now engaged in forming an im-
perialism to govern the world. By dividing
the voters through the political party system,
we ean get them to expend their energies in
fighting for questions of no importance. It
i3 thus by disereet action we can secure for
curscives that which has been so planned and
so successfully accomplished.

There we have it! Does any member of
this Hovse want anything more profound
than that? Hoare is the <cheme revealed
in all its partienlars. This is the final shot.

The Minister for Lands: Were those eir-
culars issued privately or were they avail-
ahle to the publie?

Mr. MARSHALL: They were supponsed
to be issued secretly for ecireulation among
the bankers, but some people had means of
getting hold of them. Perhaps the banks
here may be able to supply the Minister
with copies.

Mr. MeDonald: I would say they should
find a place among our humorous litera-
ture,

Mr. MARSHALL: Is this what our sol-
diers are fighting and dying for? Is that
why onr lads left our farms to shed their
hlood on foreign battlefields? Will they
approve of such schemes that will foree
them off the land and eviet them from their
homes? I doubt very much whether the
soldiers will agree to sueh a practice. I
feel confident that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment of Aunstralia will not be involved
in any such procedure. Nevertheless, it is
idle to deny the fact that these people, to
whom I have been referring, exercise sup-
reme power over all Governments and have
exercised it suceessfully and with impunity
over past years. They will continue to
sueeeed unless our statesmen and the pub-
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lic men of Ausiralia generally immediately
awaken fo a realisation of the position and
raise their voices in protest against the
system,  One of the pgreatest statesmen
America has produced, apart from Abraham
Lineoln, was Thomas Jefferson, and this is
what he had to say—

I believe that banking institutions are more

dangerous to our liberties than standing
armies. Already they have raised up a money
aristocraey that las set the Government at
defiance. The issuing power (of money) should
be taken from the banks, and restored to the
Government and to the people to whom it be-
longs.
How wonderfully true was that statement,
which was made years hefore the event, and
not afterwards. Years ago, Jefferson was
fully aware of the intrigues and the cor-
ruption that were practised.

Mr. MeDonald : The power to issue money
was restored.

Mr. MARSHALL: But the banks won the
fight. It must be appreciated that when
references are made to national banks in
Ameriea, those are really private banks
and are not national in the sense that im-
plies public ownership. I thank members
for the tolerant manner in which they have
listened to me this evening. 1 know how
irksome it is to listen to one who harps
upon the same subject so often. It is neces-
sary, however, to expose the activities of
this particular organisation, so that the
position may be fully understood. For that
reason I have moved the motion to which
I am addressing myself now, for I appre-
ciate what lies ahead of Australia if we do
not move in the matter now.

Mr. North: Have you a remedy?

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course! The remedy
is to retain our own sovereignty in regard
to monetary matters so that it may bhe used
for the betterment of the nation. In con-
clusion, I wish to state that I have given
members the benefit of the views of some
other people, who are pot socialists or
Lahour men, but who are orthodox in their
economie and political views.

Mr. Smith: Does Russia control her own
hanks?

Mr. MARSHALL: I think she does to the
same degree that Australia controls the
Commonwealth Bank—neither more nor
less.

Mr. Smith: Are there no private banks
there¥
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Mr. MARSHALL: I do not think there are,
but that does not say that the position is
not eontrolled there as it is in America
and Australia. The financial position 1is
controlled in the same manner throughount
the world. The gold dollar controla the lot.
Here is whai the American author and
banking authority, L. Denney, wrote—

All nations must tremhble before our federal
reserve board. High money rates imposed by
it in 1929 brought suffering to millions of for-
cign workers. That blow hit Britain hardest
of all.

Then Sir Josiah Stamp, formerly a direc-
tor of the Bank of England, who some little
time ago was killed in a homb explosion,
had this to say—

Never in the history of the world has so
much power been vested in a small bedy of
men as the federal reserve board of the U.S.A.
These men have the welfare of the world in
their hands.

That is the position. I hope my motion will
meet with a favourahble reception because
of its demoeratic characteristies. I con-
elude my remarks by quoting a few lines
from the poet Whittier, which ountline the
position exactly as I see it today—
Now, when our land to ruin’s brink is
verging,
Tn God’s name, let us apeak while there
ig time!
Now, when the padlocks for our lips are
forging,
Silence is crime,
On motion by the Minister for Lands, de-

bate adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 pm.

MOTION-—PUBLIC UTILITIES.
As to Facilitating Efficiency.
MR. NORTH (v.32]: 1

move—

Since publie utilities are here to stay every-
thing possible ghould be done to facilitate their
efficiency, in particular the public should be
able to put their money into such concerns as
the Railways, Electricity and Tramway and
Trolley systems.

Recently Mr. Churchill, speaking from Lon-
don, made the following remarks:—
There is a broadening field for State owner-
ship and enterprise, especially in relation to
all kinds of monopolies; but all the more vital
is the earliest possible revival of widespread,
healthy and vigorous private enterprise.
We have many motions moved in this
Chamber, and have listened to many speeches

{Claremont)
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dealing with the control and improvemen
of private enterprise. At present there ar
al]l sorts of control for curbing of priee
and governing in many ways the activitie
of private enterprise, Much of the work o
this Chamber and of varions public hodie
is directed towards that end. But, as T hav
Just quoted My, Churehill himself, from hi
point of view as the leader of the Britis|
Empire, (here is a big future for publi
enterprise, especially as regards monopo
lies. The quotation 1 read just now was ol
the bhack of a National Party pamphlet
Thus the Nationa] Party is in favour of
My, Churchill’s views. As we have had s
much activity over private enterprise for ¢
numher of years, I submit the time ha:
come when this Chamber, through its mem
bers and through the Government, shoul(
give much more attention to our public
enterprises. Here we use the term “public
utilities,” which comprises the most im-
portant of them.

It scems to me that we might well give
attention to the guestion of how thosc
utilities could be improved in regard to the
condition of their employees and in regard
to the quality of the plant used, and thirdly,
and perhaps most important of all from
our point of view, as to their finaneing. On
the first item I would suggest—and I think
we are all agreed on this question—that
the greatest possible personal interest of
employees in the work of these utilities
should be fostered. The employees should
feel that thev have some of the very best
plant te operate, and they should be cn-
eouraged to take pride in their work, and
not to feel, as they ofien do, that they are
using shoddy and old equipment to carry
out their duties. That of eourse will mean
& complete overhauling in the first place of
our method of replacing old plant. Every-
body knows that in private conecerns, if they
are to earry on at all, there must bo
madernising of equipment. A bus company,
for instance, though of course not during
the war, replaces its vehicles as soon as
there is any nced to do =0, and then the
latest models are obtained. And so it is in
all industries run by private enterprise,
That must be so if they are to sunceeed. We
in our Government utilities have not that
kind of hook-keeping. So far as I know,
the control of replacement of equipment is
not so much dependent upon when it is
desirable, as upon the time when it is prae-
tically forced upon those in authority,
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That s the first direction in which we
should have a change in the method of our
replacement of obsolete equipment in all our
public utilities. The change would enable
the railways, for instance, or the Electricity
Supply Department or the State Trainways,
to have a method of accounting which would
enable them to give us later and better
vehicles and plant as time goes on. The
second point, which I regard as of as much
importance as the first, is tfo create a
greater intevest on the part of the people in
the public utilities. As I see the position
today, a public utility is looked upon as
something which is, I will not say despised,
It treated with lack of interest on the part
of the publie—the publie looking upon those
utilities as things they should take down
when they ean. There appears to be a pub-
lic feeling that they should get something
out of publie utilitics by way of a reaction
to severe taxation. We talk about public
utilities being owned by the pcople, but
that attitude is not shown at all. In order
to make a really drastic change in the out-
look, we have to mo to the third sugpestion
which T am putting before the House, the
question of the financial side of the utili-
ties.

I was not going to deal in any way at
all with the main question of finaneial re-
form, which is often brought forward here.
T was looking at public utilities just as an
objeetive on their own, in the same way
as T might, in trying to improve a motor-
car, start with the differential without any
concern whatever for the other parts of the
vechicle which meke it a useful servant.
What ean we do with the public utilities
in particular? It seems o me there is
a striking fact known to us all which bears
on this question, and that is that whereas we
have to pay in Australia for our loans four
per cent. on the savings of those who financed
the railways which we elaim to own, our
own Savings Bank deposits in Australia
show approximately an interest rate of two
per cent. And really the deposifs in these
savings banks amount 1o a far greater sum
of money than is involved in the whole of
the Australian railways. The savings bank
deposits total between £300,000,000 and
£400,000,000. Adding all the boaek losses
and a great deal of money taken away from
the charges against their railways by the
Eastern States, in order to make the fig-
ures Jook better, I have made my estimate
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from the latest fignres available, those re-
lating to 1941

Aunstralian savings banks today are
carrying, in hundreds of millions of pounds,
a greater sum than that invested in the
whole of the Australian railways. It
means that we who own these railways, or
claim to own them, have obtained aecom-
modation from saving people in other parts
of the world at the rate of four per eent.,
representing in round figures £16,060,000
annually for service of the debt. Yet our
own Australian savings, actual money that
we own, is put away in other institutions
paying interest at the rate of two per eent.
per annum, If we could imagine £8,000,000
per annum in the hands of the Railway
Department, what an enormouns difference
it wonld make to the running of our rail-
ways and opportunities for improving the
services, and the possibility of giving such
facilities here as are available in other
parts of the world! During the time I have
had the pleasure of being a member of this
Chamber, if one ndds together the amounts
involved, the total comes to the sum of
£160,000,000 on the rough calculation 1
have pnt forward. That £160,000,000 would
have been sufficient not only to convert all
the ganges in Australia to the standard
which is the dream of statesmen and poli-
ticians today, but also to do all modernis-
ings and improvements, and even perhaps
to redmnee fares and give hetter services
than we ean dream of today.

Then the question arises as to the sav-
ings bank deposits. Could we take those
sums to meet onr needs? Under present
conditions, of course, that is not possible;
bt if it is true under the new policy which
has come about during the war of greatly
extending employment—now, of course, on
dedtructive objectives—why cannot some
of our savings bank deposits be applied to
these loans as they are now in other diree-
tions necessitated by the war? But if we
are going to have this improved employ-
ment pereentage, there will be many hun-
dreds of millions of pounds’ inereased na-
tional income, from which we could surely
obtain funds for the purpose of financing
our own public utilities. Does it not seem
strange to consider that our own public
enterprises are actually penalised far more
heavily than the private companies which
they were set up to replace? The British
railways, for instanece, some of the finest
railways in the world, show usually a profit
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of from 3 to 3% per cent. That is their
profit, and they are very proud of it, and
they give some of the finest services in the
world. We are compelled, with 4 per ecent.
us the approximate basis of interest, be-
fore we ean make a return, to obtain reve-
nue over and above that 4 per cent. There-
fore we have to do a great deal better than
the British railways, with all their enor-
mous populations and short distances to
work on, before we ean attempt to balance
our ledger so far as our railways are con-
cerned.

So if we could visvalise a slight alter-
alion in our savings bank plans on the
lines that there should be a reduced rate
of interest determinable to those investors
who wish to proceed as they do now, put-
ting their money in and taking it out, and
if we perhaps suggested a vate of 2% per
cent., or 14 per ¢ent. more than is paid to
those who are prepared to put their money
into another channel than that of the sav-
ings bank, we would enable that money to
he allocated to the reduction gradually of
our railway overdrafts or loans. This
would meet the position, and enable us to
adhere to what is still ealled sound finance,
leaving out of consideration monetary re-
form in this particular situation. Then in
the course of comparativelv a few years
we should be able to wipe off these enor-
mous debts and really possess our own utili-
ties. We would also be able to do many
things which loday are not available to us
heeause we borrow our own people’s sav-
ings at one rate and other people’s savings
at higher rates.

I do not know whether that proposition
appeals to members, but I do know that
after the last war interest on savings was
redaced a good deal in certain eountries.
If something of that sort could be consid-
ered the public would have two choices in
regard to savings deposits. One would he
the ordinary avenue for savings as at pre-
sent, perhaps with a slightly lower rate of
interest, and the other wounld be to encour-
age people by a slightly higher rate of in-
terest to put their money, in blocks, into
a scheme which would enable our railways
and other utilities to be finaneced at much
lower rates, as a resuli of which the people
would own those services. In that way peo-
ple wonld be inclined to give a great deal
more atfention to the protection of public
assets. On many trains today one can sece
beautiful leather scats and the backs of
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seats slashed through, apparently with
knives. Simtlar vandalism has taken place
in many of our public utilities. Only yes-
terday reference was made in the Press to
vandalism at Cottesloe. But there is no
real assoeiation between those who smash
things at Cottesloe and the ratepayers of
the municipality. Unfortunately there is
not sufficient pride of ownership.

If, however, a lot of our savings bank
money were involved in those utilities, not
only would greater improvements e
elfected, such as the introduction of more
modern carringes, the regrading of lines,
ete., but people would be aware that those
improvements were being made from their
own savings and would value them. I ean-
not see why that matter should not be
given attention with a view to inducing the
necessary authorities to take action. o
far as this State is coneerned the authority
would be the Commonwcalth Government,
but in the other States there are, of course,
State Savings Banks. In the event of such
a course heing adopted, the management
of public utilities sueh as our railways
could be more husinesslike. The concern
would he made more profitable because
those in echarge would see an opportunity
of securing extra money and would he in-
clined fo make conditions more attractive,
In that connection we might perhaps sug-
gest, in order to lower fares and freights,
that Federal subsidies should be paid. If
my plan were adopted and the railways
were put on a hetter financial basis the ser-
viee rendered to farmers and aothers would
be improved and that would be an en-
courngement for Federal subsidies for the
scheme. Whatever was done with the rail-
ways, they would still have to he in the
nature of a servant and not a profitecr.

Imagine what could he done if it were
realised thnt the railways were beeoming
solvent and there was money to spend! Tn
that event something could he done ahout
the Central Railway Station. Tt eould be
pulled down and a first-elass building sub-
stituted. Revenue could be obtained from
shops and arcades associated with the
building, and a start would he made to-
wards attracting people to use the railways
to a greater extent onece more. Huch a
plan, of course, would he entirely dependent
upon whether or not we shall have after
the war & eomplete change in our city rail-
way route. That is not for me to say, but
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whatever was done there would be an in-
centive from first to last to make the rail-
ways a paying concern, if the rates of in-
terest could be reduced from 4 per cent. to
21, per cent. Some members may see bet-
ter ways of achieving my object which is
that if the people are going to own an en.
terprise they should own the mortgages on
it, and should not be at the heck and eall
of other people in the world who are in
effect the beneficiary owners of the con-
cern. There is no suggestion of defeating
our credifors.  The idea would be that
money would be funded and paid off as
loans fell due until the people themselves
owned the railways.

MR. CRO8S (Canning): The member for
Claremont is to be commended for bringing
this motion forward beesuse it contains food
for considerable discussion and thought. I
do not know whether the Minister has noticed
that the earnings of the metropolitan tram-
way and trolleybus services increased from
£304,000 in 1940 to £515,000 for the finan-
cial year ended on the 30th June last. That
is & record, and has been achieved with very
little rollingstock. As a matter of faect,
there are now on the dead end of the tram-
ways a number of vehicles which cammot he
nsed becanse it has not been possible during
the war to obtain new motors, I do not
know what preparations the Government is
making to deal with the situation immedi-
ately new equipment is available from Great
Britain. The running strain on the equip-
ment has heen phenomenal during the war
periad. The strain on some of the trams
and trolleybuses that have been running six
and seven days a week from six in the morn-
ing till midnight has been tremendous.

With the member for Claremont, I am of
the opinion that in order to ensure the great-
est efficiency and to give the greatest amount
of serviee to the public in the post-war days
consideration should be given to this matter
now. We should copy the action which was
taken in London and many other large cities
of the world & long time ago. There shounld
be a greater metropolitan transport board.
The whole of the passenger vehicle traf-
fic in the greater metropolitan area should
be placed under one control in order to
ensure efficiency and proper co-ordination.
At present a considerable proportion of
passenger traffic is carried hy private
enterprise and in all eases the vehicles are
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run with fuel that has to be imported from
oversea. On the other hand, the whole of
the Government vebicular traffic, or the
greater proportion of it, is run on eleetric
current. The trams and trolleybuses are run
on power generated from coal produced in
this State. It goes without saying that
the present obsolete system should be
serapped. .

The Premier: Oh, no!

My, CROSS: Preparations should be well
in hand to get new equipment immediately
it is available from Great Britain. No one
will dispute that the Perth tramway system,
which has existed for 30 years, has served
a useful purpose, but it has outlived its
usefulness.

The Premicr: Oh. no!

Mr. Doney: I find it useful for going
home at night.

Mr. CROSS: A lot of people are not like
the niember for Williams-Narrogin.

Mr. Seward: Your Premier ngrees with
him. )

Mr. CROSS: It might suit the member
for Williams-Narrogin to get on a tram or
irain which takes three-quarters of an hour
to earry him to where up-to-date transport
would convey him in 15 minutes. I am satis-
fled that the public of Western Australia,
and particularly in the greater metropolitan
area, will be satisfied only with the best.

The Premier; The tramway system is all
right for a couple of miles from the centre
of the city.

Mr. CROSS: The position is that it has
heen demonstrated that trolleybuscs can be
run more cheaply and faster than trams.

The Premier: There is a rotten petrol bus
service in Melbourne, which is the most up-
to-date city in Australia.

Mr. CROSS. The fact that they are ont of
date in Melbonrne is no reason why we
should he cut of date here.

My, J. Hegney: Hear, hear!

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mv. CROSS: I know that no one in the
greater metropolitan area of London would
be satisfied to go hack to ihe obsolete tram-
way system that was serapped a long time
ago.

Tle Premicr: They have buses doing four
miles an hour on the average.

Mr. CROSS: The density of traffic there
ig very different from what it is here. The
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Premier does not want to imagine that there
is no room for change here. I think there is.

Mr. SPEAKER: T think it would be a
change if the Premier paid attention to the
Chair and had his say after the member for
Canning sat down.

Myr. CROSS: People south of the river
were promised years ago that they would be
provided with trolleybuses and those buses
should be on order. There is something
else which is not to the credit of anmyone.
One can go to the Tramway Department and
on any wet day or night find half of the
vehicles exposed to the weather. It is high
time that vehicles worth tens of thousands
of pounds were stabled and not exposed to
the heat of the sun or to inclement weather
when they are not in use. Plans should be
well in hand for the provision of a new
bridge to cater for the south of the rivem
That is absolutely essential. The Causeway
outlived its usefulness years ago, It was
widened 20 years ago. I visualise that after
the war there will be three or four times
the ordinary velume of road traffie, perhaps
more. In view of that fact, plans to cope
with the situation should be well in hand.
The motion gives plenty of food for thought
nnd steps shonld be taken to prepare for
changes that are absolutely necessary. I
do not know, but T think the time has arrived
when eonsideration should be given to the
complete electrifieation of the metropolitan
vailway system hetween Midland Junetion
and Fremantle.

The hottleneck of all the country railway
trade that goes to Fremantle should not go
through the centre of the city. 1 do not
know of any other city—at any rate any
European city—the size of Perth where it
would be tolerated. The railways should
be constructed to go around the eity and
the metropolitan railway system should be
electrified and msed for passenger traffie,
thus providing a better and quicker ser-
vice. Whether the Government thinks along
these lines or naf, public opinion will de-
mand a change because we live in a time
of chanpe and people want the best and
quickest transport faeilitics. If we are to
keep our place on the map, the various
points that I have raised this evening must
be given serious consideration. I will be
interested if the Premier, in his reply, will
tell us how far the Government has gone
in the preparation of eatering for the post-
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war vehicular traffic in the greater metro-
politan area.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
Journed.

MOTION—HARBOURS.
As o Formation of Stale Board.

Debate resumed from the 30th August
on the following motion by 3Mr. IIill:—

That in the opinion of this House a Stare
harbours hoard should be formed for the pur-
pose of providing the State with a co-ordinated
and efficient policy of harbour and port de-
velopment, administration and control.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (81]: T do not propose to offer any
very scrious objection to this motion. This
proposal to inaugurate a State harbours
board is of very great magnitude. It ean ba
truthfully said that the member for Alhany
has given much more consideration to this
subject than has any other member present.
I can remember for gmite a long time now
that the hon. member when speaking on the
Estimates or on the Address-in-reply has
advocated one harhours board for the State
of Western Australia. The cvidence and
reports that he quoted to the House have
very little hearing on this partienlar State.
The reports contained evidenee submitted hy
one or another authority, bhut it was
evidenee gathered mostly in another State
or country and, beeause of our geographical
position, it is not, in my opinion, applicable
to Western Ausiralia. As a lay person T
would apree with the hon. member that a
State harhours hoard would or should he
more economical and probably more effici-
ent in the working of the various ports of
the State. But that is merely my opinion;
I have no evidence to support that argu-
ment.

I ean visualise that with one harbours
hoard eonsisting of a hody of persons who
would give every consideration to the sub-
ject and lay down definite prineiples, and
co-ordinate all the maritime Aets and har-
bour :Acts, ete.,, the development of the
ports of Western Australia might be im-
proved. Because of that it might be an
advantage to have one harbour authority
in Western Australia. Buot members will
agree that we need more evidence and in-
formation on the subject than has heen sub-
mitted to the House. The Government hasx
caused certain investigations and inquiries
to be made for that purpose. No Parlinment
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would attempt to ereste such an authority
without further information. I see nothing
wrong with the motion. We would probably
be much better off with one administration.
It would probably do away with the inter-
port jealousies that exist. Some ports are
controlled by a harbour board and some by
the Harbour and Lights Department, snd
these authorities have various ideas as to
what ought or ought not to be done. The
idea of the hon. member, by which we would
have a general policy in conneetion with
the management and development of our
ports, is good. But we have no evidence on
the matter and a considerable amount of
investigation will have te be made before
Parliament ean bhe committed to making anx
statement one way or another.

Mr. Watts: Will it be investigated?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: It is being investigated at present.
The Government, together with its other
plans for post-war reconstruction, has al-
ready issued instructions to a committee to
gather all the necessary information which
will, in due course, be placed before the
Government for its consideration. I have
nothing further to add. I have no serious
objection to the motion. The iden is some-
thing that wonld probably benefit Western
Australia, but it has still to be proved.

MEB. McDONALD (West Perth): I am
glad the Minister is prepared to entertain,
on hehalf of the Governmment, a motion of
this description becouse Y feel that it is
one of great value. It is not many yeam
age sinee a scries of articles appeared in
the morning Press dealing with our har-
bours. The writer, who gave figures and
whose statements appeared to be in every
way well vouched for, was able to show
some extraordinary anomalies and disere-
pancies between the administration and
charges at the various harbours in 'the
State for the same serviees. I have heard
that from the point of view of shipping
and the masters of ships it is bewildering,
and also beyond their comprehension when,
at the different ports they may call at in
the course of their journey down the coast
of the State, they find so many varying
practices and charges, all of which add to
the difficulty of those who visit our ports.
These things are diffieult to explain to
those who are responsible for the general
conduct of the shipping services. This is
a motion very much in the right direction.
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If we are to extend our trade and make it
attractive, as we desire, in the post-war
period one very helpful step towards that
end is some eo-ordination and uniformity
of administration of the various ports of
our State.

On motion by Mr. Fox, debate adjourned.

MOTION—MEAT SUPPLY.
To Inguire by Select Committee,

Debate resumed from the 30th August
on the following motion by Mr. Seward—

That a Seleet Committee be appointed to
inquire into the supply of meat to the people
in the metropolitan aren, and its disposal,
with particular reference to frozen meat; and
to make such recommendations as the com-
mittec thinka fit.

TEE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
[810]: I regret that 1 was not present
when the member for Pingelly moved tho
motion, and when it was partially deatt
with Ly the Assembly. I have carefully
read end given the motion a lot of con-
sideration, I intend prineipally to deal
with three or four points which the hon.
member made during the course of his re-
marks, and wish, mainly, to draw the
attention of the House to some of the dif-
fieulties involved in the attempts raised by
the hon. member to solve the problems. I
agree with many of his remarks in regard
to the difficulties, both of the producer and
the consumer, associated with the marketing
of meat and the provision, for the
consumer, of a wholesome article. The
three points to which I would particularly
draw attention concern, firstly, the com-
mittee of inquiry appointed by me, which
is now operating and pursuing its inquiries

“along certain specified lines; secondly, the

de-hydration quality and frozen meat gene-
rally that has been made available to the
publie, and thirdly, the prospeet of the
adoption of the principle of selling meat
by weight and grade.

The committee to which I refer was ap-
pointed 2 month or two ago, and I would
like to advise the House of its personnel
to show how truly representative and ecom-
petent it is to inguive into this subject. I
realise that the member for Pingelly, who
moved the motion and the member for
Beverley who supported it, would not like
to take any action either of themselves or
as a Select Committee which would have a
prejudicial effect upon the marketing of all
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types of meat, whether for export or loeal
consumption. I take it that they would
not like in any way to depress the market,
so far as the produccrs are concerned, nor
would they support any proposal tending
towards exorbitant prices for the consumer.
The committee of inquiry which is at pre-
sent under the direction of the Under
Seeretary for Agriculture consists of Mr.
R. 8. Williamson, who is well known as the
West Australian representdtive on thd
Australian Meat Board; Mr. P. 8. Chan-
dler, representing the livestock trade; Mr.
J. J. Farrell, general mannger of the
Wyndham Meat Works, who is also thd
Commonwealth representative in this State
in connection with meat control and meat
rationing; Mr. Dunbar, Controller of thd
abattoirs; Mr. Cullity, Superintendent of
Dairying; Mr. McKenzie Clarke, Chief In-
spector of Stoek, and Mr. Shier, export
lamh adviser, who is chairman of the com-
mittee. This committee initially set ont
to inquire into the prospects of initiating
into the meat industry of this State the
praciice of selling on a weight and grade
basis,

Mr. Mann: Is that the original commit-
tee?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. I point out that although eireun-
stances ohtain in other States which afford
a hetter opportunity to introduce in those
States such a system, there are many dif-
fienlties in this State which must be re-
garded from all angles before we conld in-
stal such a system. The committee is not
merely inquiring into the difficulties asso-
ciated with the proposition in this State,
but is also getting information interstate

and from abroad regarding the practice

where it does operate. So far the commit-
tee has had great co-operation and is seek-
ing information by co-operation and colla-
boration rather than by taking evidence on
oath. I am hoping that the commitiee will
not only be in a position to advise the Gov-
ernment, but will have authoritative in-
formation in connection with this matter
and also many other things associated with
the meat trade. The members of the com-
mittee are not cireumscribed in their in-
quiry and I am hoping from them mueh of
importanee because they represent all see-
tions of the trade from the producer to the
consumer, and should be in a position to
render excellent service. The committee
intends to weigh the advantages and dis-
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advantages of the present system. It is ad-
mitted that there are many disadvantages
but there are also many advantages.

The committee will also keenly inguire
into the prospect of adopting sales on the
hook, on a weight and grade basis, at our
prineipal abattoirs, There are many dif-
ficulties associated with that praetice, and
although the member for Pingelly raised
the point that the practice is in vogue at
present at Albany, I point out that the
system is operating at the Albany Ireezing
Works only for the export trade and only
for stoek of quality suitable for cxport.
That is to say, only specified quality and
types are received to be assessed on that
basis. The meat is inspected by Common-
wealth inspectors on arrival but, because
of the quality being specified before pur-
chage, there is not the difficulty that would
be associated with such a proposition if all
sheep considered by owners to be suitable
for export or suitable for the metropolitan
market were forwarded to the abattoirs for
sale. At times during the year thousands
of sheep would be unsuvitable for export
and thousands, too, would be of a quality
suitable only for fertiliser. If we are teo
institute a system of that sort, there must
be a trend towards the marketing only of
stock that is fit cither for the loeal trade
or for export, not store stoek. At the pre-
sent stage I think it would prejudice the
sales of certain types of sheep off shears
that wltimately do get inte local consump-
tion and, in spite of their heing unsuitable
for export, are quite fit and of excellent
quality for human consumption.

There is another aspeet with regard to
sales on the hook or selling on the weight
and grade basis. At Albany, for cxample,
there is no prospeet of the prices received
piereing the price ceiling fixed by the Com-
monwealth, Only that ceiling price ean be
veached, and I submit that one of the ad-
vantages our farmers have had in the com-
petitive system that has operated during
the shortages of certain types is the faet
that there has been no prohibition on prices
going above the ceiling specifled. I submit
that many thousands of pounds have been
received by the producers hecause sales
have not been on a weight and grade hasis.

Members will find that if a Select (om-
mittee were agreed to, there are many diffi-
culties associated with the storage, the
chambers and the equipment necessary for
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the display so that butchers might be able
to see the type of produet available, and
all sorts of structural alterations are in-
volved. If the House agrees to the appoint-
ment of a Seleet Committee, the position
at Albany can very quickly be investigated.
As I have mentioned, however, sinee the
weight and grade basis is confined to ex-
port grade of kmown quality at known
prices, the sitnation is very simple and quite
distinet from the whole ramifications of the
problem that wounld affeet dealing in hun-
dreds of thousands of careases at the cen-
tral abattoirs.

The member for Pingelly, in support of
his remarks, had much to say rvegarding
meat that was released and was specified
as of dehydration quality. There seems to
be considerahle misconception about the
quality of mutton which is intended for
the dehydrated product. The hon. member,
in the eourse of his remarks, said that the
hest grade of meat is not snitable for dehy-
dration beeause the fat, when boiled down,
will disappear, and he went on to say he
was advised that only the poorest quality
of meat was suitable for dehydration. That
is quite fallacious.

Mr, Smith: What?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Fallacious! I heard a member in another
place recently state that he was only re-
sponsible for what he said, not for what an
hon. member could understand. The qual-
ity required for dchydration is not less than
second or third quality for export. The
member for Beverley who, I understand,
culls bis ewes severely, sent a large num-
her to the Robb’s Jetty works last year.
I have here one of them in tabloid form,
which will show to members, with the fat
streaks through it, just what sort of sheep
are used for dehydration. I will send it
over to the member for Pingelly. Members
will find, as can be proved by the prices
paid and the grades passed through the
dehydrators, that it is an excellent type of
mutton and not less than second or third
gquality export that is used for the dehy-
drated product. The difference is that
hecanse of certain restrictions for oversea
trade and hecause of the competition, cer-
tain parts of earcases and certain types of
careases have to be discarded. Memhers
know, for example, that in the case of heef
and of pork parts of carcases are sometimes
condemned. If half or part of a carease is
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eondemned, the other part, unless it con-
forms to the requisite type of cut regyuired
for cxport, may have to go into the de-
hydrator. Consequently, parts of careases
intended for oversea go into the dehydrator,
or they become frozen ecarcmses to' be
rationed on to the market during the year.
1 would like to disabuse the minds of mem-
bers that any sort of sheep is suitable for
dehydrated mutton.

I admit that during the period when the
Meat Controller found it necessary to put
on the market a certain quantity of de-
hydration quality meat, some unserupulous
butehers in this eity did unload on to the
public gertain meats ‘that they had had
stored for a considerable period. Some of
it, I understand, was almost black.

Mr. Leslie: It was.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In their endeavour to break down the use
of frozen meat in their shops and to com-
mand, as they have endeavonred to do, the
use of fresh meats, they did what they could
to prejudice the dehydration quality and the
frozen meat supplied to the market. The
Master Butchers’ Association took action
against some of its members and prohibited
the display of notices in their shops reading,
“No frozen meat for sale here” I repeat
that very mueh of the prejudice in the pub-
lic mind has been fostered by people who
have heen anxious to prejudice certain types
of frozen meat.

Mr. Thorn: Who was vesponsible for the
hutehers selling frozen meat?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Controller of Meat Supplies. That of-
ficer has a very great responsibility to en-
sure that the requisite quantities are main-
fained to the wholesalers and retailers. He
is not only responsihle within this State but
has also had to aecept the task of making
good from this State at certain times of the
year—-notably May and June—large num-
bers of carcases to Kastern States cities. T
noticed that, when the member for Pingelly
wag speaking, the Leader of the Opposition
interjected that Mr. Tonkin, the Controller
of Meat in Australia, should have been made
te eat some of it. He did eat some of it.

Mr. Seward: Not the bit I had.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. memher probably had some that
was stored by butchers; it had been hought
for sausage meat and other purposes, and
when they saw an opportunity to realise on
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it at a better price, they supplicd it as frozen
meat released by the Controller.

My, Mann: What did they pay for it?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some of them paid about 2%d. per Ih.

Mr. Mann: I mean, what was the maxi-
mum?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I should say that mutton did not come from
the flock of the hon. member. Possibly it
was bought in the saleyard for 2d. or 3d.
per 1h. 1 propose to quote a statement from
the Eastern States Press made at a dinner.
Had I thought of it sooner—T thought of it
only a day or two ago—I would have had
two or three careases of dehydrated mutton
made available to the Controller of Parlia-
ment House so that members conld he fed
on it for a week or two before disclosing
the quality. I am sore, firstly, that they
would not have been able to cavil at the
quality and, secondly, that they eould not
have told it frébm the normal fresh article
bought in a butcher’s shop. Members would
be vendering this eountry a great disserviee
if they eavilled at or did anything to pre-
Jjudice the quality of frozen meat for which
Australia is famed.

Mr. Perkins: As distinct from dehydra-
tion quality?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Thousands of tons of meat of dehydration
quality, subjeet to the adjustments I have
mentioned os being necessary in parts of
careaxes, arc consumed by the oversea publie
overy year.

Mr. Perkins: As frozen meat?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. I put this point of view to the member
for York. There will be and must be during
the pericd December of this vear to May of
next vear hundreds of thousands of car-
cases of frozen meat consumed in this eity,
for very obvious reasons.

Mr. Perkins: T agree with you there.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Members must be very careful in expressing
any point of view that would prejudiee that
article, which must be consumed in this
State. In addition, they will do this State
a very great disservice if it is suggested that
frozen meat exported from this State is
not a good product. There is very much to
be said on this subject and one should only
express an opinion if one knows all the
facts and all the reasons.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Mann: Some culls were imported into
this State from South Australia.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I remember that question being raised in
this House. To meet circumstances obtain-
ing in this State a shipment had to come
in from our neighhouring State of South
Australia. Some of that shipment was not
of rood quality, but that is not the subject
of this discussion.

Mr. Mann: Our quality of frozen mutton
is definitely superior to that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Beverley does not, in his
home, hecause of his cirenmstanees, consome
the type of meat which the average citizen
of Perth must consume if he buys meat
from any retail butcher throughout the
year. It is unavoidable that frozen meat
and mutton must be served to the com-
munity of this State.  There is nothing
wrong with it. If butchers eavil at selling
frozen meat or mutton and if it is diffienlt
to handle, that may be due to the fact that
the butehers might be absolutely prejudiced
and desire to gain some other advantage for
themsclves, Those butchers should not be
in the butehering trade.

Mr. Fox: There arc butchers who do
everything they ean to supply good quality
meat.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. There is a section in the hutehering
trade which is anxious to monopolise, if it
possibly can, a greater proportion of fresh
meat than is permitted to them under the
rationing system.

Several members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have scveral documents which have been
handed to me by the State Controller of
Meat Supplies. He is very concerned at
alarmist statements that have been made and
because a misunderstanding wight enter
into the public mind of this State, and the
public thus become prejudiced against the
wholesome produets of this State, and fur-
ther hccanse such prejudice might have a
bad effect on our oversea trade. The Con-
troller of Meat Supplies, as I previously
said, has a great responsibility to see that
the public is supplied with the quantities
necessary to cover all the trade requirements
of the State’, Not only has he had to do
that, bot certain shipments have had to bhe
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made to the Eastern States. I think the
prospective seasonal supplies on this oces-
sion will not be half our nermal lamb sup-
plies. It may perhaps be 30 per cent., but
not 30 per cent. of an average good year.
That will have a twofold effect. It will force
more mutton into loeal consumption; but if
the season persists in some parts of the
State, we ghall have hundreds of thousands
of cull ewes and other types of sheep that
cannot be held forced on to the market be-
tween now and next year.

Mr. Leslie: We are likely to have good
owes on account of the low price of wool,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That, too, may be a natural sequence of
events, with the result that large quantities
of frozen mutton will be in store in this
State, in view of the normal lamb supplies
oversea, for loeal consumption. 1 therefore
ask membars not to indulge in extravagant
remarks which tend to condemn what is a
wholesome food and the only kind of food
in the meat line that oversea countries re-
ceive from us. In the course of his state-
ments to me, the Controller of Meat Sup-
plies mentioned the guantity of dehydrated
mutton that was rationed on to the loeal mar-
ket. He released 218 tons of dehydration
qualty, equal to approximately 2 lbs. per
head of the popunlation, and 347 tons of
export mutton, equal to 3% lhs. per head
of the population. T mention those figures
to show how unfortunate it is that we have
some types of business people who are
anxious to dispose of a quality product much
inferior to dehydration quality and frozen
mutton.

I should be plensed to make arrangements
later on in the lamb season for two or three
parties of members of this House to inspect
what aetually happens at the State Meat
Works at Robb’s Jeity. I am sure the mem-
ber for South Fremantle will be anxious to
have them in his district and will ex-
tend to them every courtesy. I have
mentioned that very large shipments of
meat, identical with the quality that was
placed on the local market, were sent to
the Eastern States. That meat was, as I
say, of identical quality with the meat
which seemed to cause so many eomplaints
in this eity. Some splendid comments wete
made on it. Reports from oversea of ship-
ments hizhly commended the meat sent
from this Stiate. T shall read a comment
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from a veport from London dated the 5th
June of this year. It is as follows:—

The two remaining consignments of lambs -
which made up the balance were from Western
Australin and shipped by West Australian Ex.
ports und Anchorage Butchers, Ltd. They
were likewise very excellent lots, satisfactory
in all respects. Threse two West Anastralian
shippers were responsible for practically all
the mutton on the ship, which although moestly
Qwes were 4 V(!l.'_)' good run Of u.!eful carcases,
They were very favourably commented upon ,
for their general good standard of quality,
which again appeared to have been enbaneed
by the abscnce of those very low third quality
carcoses that used to be included.

Some of the ewes that were marketed in
Londen had to be slaughtered last summer;
they were the ewes in respeet of which the
Government saw that the produeers got
better prices than they would have got had
they been marketed at ihe Midland June-
tion salevards. Members will readily ae-
knowledge that, Reports from the East-
ern States diselose that there was a similar
anxiety in the meat trade in Sydney to
prevent the sale of frozen meat, if that
could be done. A comment from the Con-
troller of Meat Supplies in New South
Wales says—

Complaints from consumers are in many
rases justified becavse of the lack of co-opera-
tion amongst a seetion of the trades. What
this scction wanted was to endeavour to corner
the fresh supplies, irrespective of the price
they paid, and leave those who could not
afford to de this to handle frozen mutton only.
They consequently did their utmost to dis-
credit the frozen article. Some even put =
gsign on their windows—**No frozen mutton
sold here.’’ The Retail Association made their
members withdraw this sign. In conclusion, T
want to mention that during the late autumn
and early winter months thousands of carcases
of frezen mutton placed in cold storc by pri-
vate eoncerna are sold in the metropolitan area
cach year and this year is mo cxeeption.

Those remarks apply with equal foree tfo
the trade in this State. As I mentioned
at the ontset, therc is every prospect that
at least 73 per cent. of the mutton and a
great proportion of the heef fo be con-
sumed in the summer months of next year
will be of frozen quality. If it is properly
handled by the butehers and by the house-
wives, there need be no cause for com-
plaint. It wonld he very difieult for them
to determine whether they have always
enten the frozen article. |

Mrs, Cardell-Qliver: Will it be cheaper?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It eannot be any cheaper. It will be of a
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quality comparable with fresh quality, but
it will be paid for at rates that apply to
export parity. I would prefer that the
member for Pingelly agree to an alter-
ation in the wording of his motion, not
specifying, as he does, that the proposed
Seleet Committee should inquire inte the
supply of meat and its disposal, with par-
ticular reference to frozen meat, but that
it should inquire inte the handling and
" treatment of meat for the people of the
metropolitan area, with particular refer-
ence to the slaughter and sale on a weight
and grade basis, into methods used in pro-
viding markets for rurplus mutton, and
also inquire as to whether prices for ex-
port and for local eonsumption are fair
alike to produeers and consumers.

I would have no objection at all to an
inquiry along these lines, heeause I think
there are instances—in spite of price-fix-
ing—of certain practices which permit of
aetivities forcing the eonsumers to pay a
price that is not commensurate with the
price reccived by the producer.

Mr. Watts: Will the Minister move an
nmendmeont ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. T move an amendment—

That all the words after the word *‘into’’
in line two be struck out with 2 view to in-
gerting the following words in lieu:—'‘and re-
port upon the handling and treatment of ment
for the people of the metropolitan area with
portieular reference to:

(a} slaughter and sale on a weight and

grade hasia;

(b) methods uszed in providing markets for
surplus mutton;

{c) whether prices for export and for laeal
consumption are. equitable for pro-
flucers and enable meat to be avail-
able to eonsumers at reasonable
pricea.”?

MR. PERKINS (York—on amendment):

I think the Minister has given a fair exposi-
tion of the general position in the meat in-
dustry of this State. I quite agree with him,
too, that it would be an absolute ealamity
if either our fresh meat or our frozen meat
got a bad name beeause of anything said
or done with respeet to the rceent use of
frozen meat in this State. But I think that
the Minister perhaps laid unduoe stress on
the quality of the frozen meat which was
recently supplied to the consumers in thid
State. Whatever the Minister may say, that
meat, which was of dehydration quality, was
nof up to the standard of the frozen meat

we export oversea. I do not think that we
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would do any service to the producer by
maintaining that the meat was of anything
like similar quality. The meat we normally
send oversca in a frozen condition is either
lamb or young wether mutton, with a small
proportion of older sheep shipped in a
frozen condition. As a farmer who has been
accustomed, to sending lambs and young
wethers as well as old ewes to the metro-
politan market, I know that meat from the
older sheep could not possibly be of the
same quality as that of the young stock. In
the circumstaneces, we certrinly do no ser-
vice to the producers by trying to maintain
that the meat that was recently disposed of
to the people in the metropolitan area was
the normal export quality of meat, such as
we send oversea. I wish to make that point
emphatically because if the consumers
judge our export meat by what they have
eaten in recent months, they will form an
entirely wrong opinion regarding the meat
despatched to Britain for consumption there.

Mr. Watte: That iz just the trouble.

Mr. PERKINS: If we have te consume
frozen meat, as 1 expect we shall daving the
course of the next six months beeause of the
abnormal seasonal conditions, steps should
he taken to see that the metropolitan market
i3 provided with normal export quality meat,
and not meat of dchydration quality which
has been distributed in reeent times.

The Minister for Agrieulture: There are
reasons why that meat could not be exported
apart from that of quality.

Mr. PERKINS: That is quite so, but we
do the producers no service by contending
that the dehydration quality meat was of
expart quality. The meat that has built
up the reputation of Australian lamhs and
frozen meat generally, is very different
in quality from that with which people
in the metropolitan area have been supplied
in recent months. The amendment moved
by the Minister will fully cover the position
and will afford an opportunity for pro-
ducers and others interested in the meat
trade to express their views publicly and so
enable a report to he made to this House.
The departmental committee which the Min-
ister has set up to inquire into the handling
of meat in Western Australia is an extremely
strong one, and it would he diffienlt to find
& more expert body of men than that chosen
by the Minister. The primary producers’
representative, Mr. Williamson, is & man in
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whom the growers have the greatest con-
filence. He probably knows more about the
meat trade locally and possibly thronghout
Australia than any other man whose services
could be secured in Western Australia. T
commend the Minister on his choiee of mem.
bers of the committee, and T have no doubt
that a very valuahle report will be presented
to us in comsequence of its work.

There are two features that I wish to touch
upon, and 1 have no doubt that with respcet
to cach evidence will be produced before the
Sclect Committee. There are two distinet
wenknesses in the loeal meat trade. Mem-
hers prabably know that the great majority
of the retail butehers shops in this State are
tied, either Qirectly or indireetly, to the
wholesalers. In those cireumstances, it would
be difficult for the retailers to buy independ-
ently at Midland Juonetion on their own
account. That is a very serious weakness,
and is responsible at times for the producers
receiving very much less than fair value for
their product at the Midland Junction
market and has been responsible for the
consumers paying more than was justified
for meat purchased in the shops. That situ-
ation is in marked contrast with the posi-
tion in Melhourne. T have attended the
Newmarket sales on several oceasions and I
was struek by the number of small buyers
operating there. Some of them had only
one or two shops. The market is close to
AMelbourne, cnabling vetailers to buy stoek
on the hoof at the Newmarket vards., The
animals ¢an be trealed on their account at
the Government abattoirs and the earcases
delivered to their shops. That is why the
undertaking has been vetained at Newmarket
notwithstanding that it is loeated in a closely
built-up area. There has always heen op-
position to the removal of the yards to a
point more distant from the city.

The producers in Vietoria have main-
tained that they have obtained a better deal
because the small retailers have been able
to buy direet equally with the wholesalers,
In consenuence, the wholesalers have never
been able to get the grip on the meat trade
in that State that the wholesalers in Perth
have Dbeen able to seenre here. T believe it
15 of benefit to hoth the consumer and the
produeer if there is as mueh competition as
possible between buyers so as to ensure fair
prices. No doubt that point will be dealt
with in evidenee before the Seleet Com-
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mitiee. The other matter has reference to
the system of sclling on hooks. The Minis-
ter appears to have a very sound knowledge
of the difficulties associated with the build-
ing up of such a system. I have spoken
to a number of the preducers in the York
clectorate from which probahly more stoek
is sent Lo market than from any other elee-
torate. If we are to build up a system of
selling on the hooks on the grade and weight
basis, we must maintain side by side the
system of sclling on the hoof by auction.
If taere is an alternative system the cffect
will be to kecp both methods aperating in
a satisfactory manner. If we do not main-
tain the dual system there is a grave danger
of inefficieney and wasle ereeping into
whichever system is adopted.

We have had experience with selling on
the hoof at the Midland market, and I would
not like similar weaknesses to ereep into any
system of sclling on the hooks. T hope that
phasz will also be dealt with by the Secleet
Committee. It is a faet that many pro-
ducers are dissatisfied with the position that
obtains at the Midland Junetion market and
are asking for remedial measures fo he
undertaken. I am glad that the Minister
has set vp the departmental committee, and
T believe that the amendment he has indi-
cated in connection with the motion under
diseussion, will be acceptable to a majority
of the producers and will afford an oppor-
tunity for producers and consumers, or any-
one else intevested in the meat trade, to
wbmit their opinions for consideration by
the proposed Select Committce.

The Minister for Agrieulture: You must
not forget that the important point is to
rectify the disturbed state of mind of con-
sumers.

My. PERKINS: The more publicity that
is given to the true position, the more will
we rectify the eonsumers’ state of mind.
If any suggestion can be advanced by the
consmmers for the improvement of the
cuality of meat, and for reducing the price
paid for meat, without doing harm (o the
producers, they would be doing a scrvice to
the State generally, The appointment of a
Select Committee should he a means by
whiech people will be able to tender cvidence
dealing with these pnases.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly—on nmend-
ment): I have no objection to the amend-
ment, which I welcome as probably putting
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the position more concisely than I achieved
in my motion. With regard to the Minis-
ter’s remarks eoncerning the necessity of re-
moving doubts from the minds of the public
in respect to the quality of frozen meat, I
assure the House that that suggestion was
never in my mind when I moved the motion.

The Premier: The harm was done long
before you moved the motion.

Mr. SEWARD: I think it arose in con-
sequence of the issuing of a circular reflect-
ing upon the quality of the meat. I do
not know how it all arose, but ecertainly
that was not what we were entitled to ex-
pect. If the people can be assured that the
mutton was not of the quality sent oversea
and that futare supplies will show an im-
provement, I do not think they will be other
than satisfied.

The Minister for Agrienlture: I have a
suspicion that some horse flesh has been
eaten.

Mr. SEWARD: That is quite possible. At
any rate, I would welcome the appointment
of the Select Committee and am agreeable
to the amendment moved by the Minister.

Amendment (to strike out words) put and
passed.

THE PREMIER: 1
ment—

That the words propoged to be inserted be
inserted. :

Amendment (to inseft words) put and
passed.

move an Aamend-

MR. THORN (Toodyay): From the Min-
ister's remarks it appears that we on this
side of the Chamber entertain some doubt
as to the value of frozen mutton. I am
sure that that thought never entered the
mind of any member on this side. I have
had quite a lot of experience with frozen
meat, having eaten it in a good many parts
of the world; and there is no doubt that
properly eared for and properly handled and
marketed frozen meats are quite an excel-
lent food.

The Premier: One gets it in the first-class
on the railways.

Mr. THORN: Quite so. The point that
exercises my mind is how that very low
grade mutton got on the market.

Mr. Cross: It may have been horse flesh.

Mr. THORN: I do not suggest that mnt-
ton is horse flesh, and I am talking abont
mutton. The meat was definitely branded
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“Mutton.” The Minister this evening
stated that some wholesale butchers must
have had that meat in stock previously.
What I want to know is how the meat found
its way into a buteher’s shop and was allowed
to be sold to the public. Surely we have our
health inspeetors, and that aspeet should
have been considered and watched. The meat
should have heen condemned. 1 saw quite a
lot of that particular meat, and inspected
it, and to me it looked like dressed kangaroco
dog. There was not the slightest appear-
ance of quality about it. Another point
exereising my mind is that for such low .
quality meat the public were charged the
same price as for high quality,  That is
utterly unfair. I wish to say to this Cham-
ber and to the public that there is nothing
whatever wrong with frozen meat, and that
if people are not prepared to eat frozen
meat they deserve to starve. Owversea, people
are suffering great hardships, and they are
pleased to receive this meat. They eat it,
and they find nothing wrong with it. People
who eomplain of the faet that it is necessary
for them to include a little frozen meat in
their diel in order to assist the State to get
through, deserve to suffer.

Mr. J. Hegney: Some of the meat is a hit
tough.

Mr. THORN: The meat was definitely
bought for another purpese than that of
human consumption. When in Melbourne
vecently I had the opportunity to inspect
dehydrated meat, quite a lot of which was
in granulated form. I do not know whether
the Minister inspected that meat. Tt was
a most wholesome artiele.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does that come under
the motion$

Mr. THORN: The motion includes meat.
I am just mentioning the fact that I have
had the opportunity of inspecting quite 2
lot of dehydrated meat and also meat in
granulated form. It is a great pity that the
nmeat here in question ever found its way on
to the market. With proper inspection that
could not have happened.

Question put and passed; the motion, as
amended, agreed to.

Select Commitice Appointed.

Ballot taken and a Select Committee ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs. J. Hegney,
Perkins, Willmott, Withers and the mover,
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with power to call for persons and papers,
and to sit on days over which the House
stands adjourned; to report on this day three
weeks.

Point of Order.

Mr. Rodoreda: On a point of order! 1
noticed that the hallet paper which was given
{o members set ont that the mover of the
motion would be ex-officio a member of this
Select Committee. Looking at the motion
as it appears on the notice paper, I observe
there only a few words of it that we have
carried. The only words left are “That a
Seleet Committee be appointed to inquire
into.” One may say thet all the meat
has been taken out of the motion of
the member for Pingelly. I would like
a ruling, Mr. Speaker, as to who really is
now the mover of the motion—whether the
Minister for Agriculture, whose words we
have adopted, or the member for Pingelly.

Mr. Speaker: I do not think there is any
doubt about who moved the motion, because
the notice of motion of the member for Pin-
gelly starts off with the words “That a Select
Committce be appointed to inquire inteo”
certain things. The Select Committee has
heen appointed. Although some meat, as
the member for Roebourne phrased it, has
beer cut out of the motion and other matter
inscrted, there is no doubt that the member
for Pingelly is mover of the motion and
therefore entitled to sit as chairman of the
Select Committee.

Debate resumed.

MOTION—POST-WAR ACTIVITIES.
As to Development of Tourist Traffic.

Debate resumed from the 30th August on
the following motion by BMr. North:—

That in spite of recent somewhat gloomy
prophecies as to the State’s future, this House
suggests to the Government that it should
include as part of its post-war activities a
conecrted plan to make Western Australia a
tourists’ paradise, and Perth the Paris of the
Southern Seas.

MR. KELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[914]: T desire to make a short reference
1o the motion. I especially wish o associate
myself with that portion of it which men-
tions a plan to make Western Australia a
tourists’ paradise. Regarding the last part
of the motion referring to making Perth the
Paris of the Southern Seas, T do not think
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I would be competent to go into that mat-
ter in any great detail. There is no doubt
that the tourist trade bas been greatly
negleeted in Western Australia, not only in
recent years during the war but as far back
as one cares to look. Yet it is undonbtedly
to the tourist trade that we must look for
our best advertisement of this State. We
have often heard Fremantle referred to as
the gateway to Australia. Many people who
come to the Commonwealth come first to
Fremantle and then proceed around the
coast, frequently not even bothering to come
ashore at our port because of the little
publicity given to and the seant knowledge
of Wostern Australia oversea. One of the
first essentials is that we should have am
up-to-date, well-equipped and attractive
tourist burean.

Even with our present facilities, touarists
might profitably employ several days in this
State, but we have lacked publieity for onr
attractions, such as exist in the other States,
and that is diametrically opposed to the
futare tourist trade of this State. No mat-
ter to what State one travels from Western
Australia, one finds there a tourist burean
well-equipped with up-to-date literature of
beautiful scenic attractions and alse splen-
did photographs showing the many points
of interest that may be visited. Further-
more, in almost every hotel in the Eastern
States there is a well-eqnipped set of
pigeon-holes eontaining material depicting
the many beanty spofs of the varions States
except Western Australia. For instance, at
almost any hotel in Adelaide it is possible
to sece pamphlets deseribing scenic beauty
spots and points of interest in different
States and almost every form of propa-
ganda in favour of those States, with the
exception of Western Australia. The first
essential to popularising this State would
be the formation of tourist burcau branches
in every other State.

We shonld also appoint a competent staff
to photograph known beauty spots and
others the existence of which is unknown to
the majority of pcople, even in our
own State. We have not far to look for
ope of the reasons why many of our beauty
spots are so little known. There is a lack
of transport to the majority of the portions
of our State where scenic beaunty abounds.
In all the other capital cities of the Com-
monwealth, the first thing that strikes one
ig that the people there are very keen im-
mediately to transport visitors to any of
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the beauty spots known to them and, in
order that aceess might be had to those
places, road services and railway systems
are provided. As a result of making these
spots aceessible in this way, much valuable
arable land has been opened up.

In Western Australia, at no very great
distance from here, there are some wonder-
Ful spots, to which a roadway system could
be taken which would wind in and out of
the Darling Ranges, eXposing to tourists
and to people of this State many wonderful
views down gorgeous valleys, and the Gov-
ernment would be wise to devote consider-
able attention to the possibilities of in-
creasing the tourist trade along these lines,
taking into consideration the necessary con-
struetion of roadways to the places I have

mentioned. There are some marvellous
seehie views almost unvisited in  varions
parts of our seaside. There are some

wonderful rugged views which, if they ex-
isted in Sydney, would be connected by
good roads and an excellent tramway ser-
viee conducted at a low charge. We have
here places equal to the New South Wales
coastline, and it would only be a matfer of
arranging for adequate transport to bring
such places within the reach of tourists. We
have, too, some excellent caves. I have not
anywhere been taken fo finer caves than
exist at Yanchep and Yallingup; yet very
little publieity is given to them, and there
is very little in the way of pamphlets or
photographs that contd he sent to any tour-
ist borean in the Commonwealth,

The Premier: Where have you heen living
for the last five or six years? You have
bheen in the bush. You have not seen what
we have been doing.

Mr. KELLY: T have heen in the bush
quite a lot, it is true, but I have not heen
in the bush so long as not to have seen sll
that is available here. Before rising to speak
on this motion T made it my business to
find out what we bad, and I was disap-
pointed. T think the Premier is side-stepping
the issue in trying to make out that we bave
anvthing of an adequate character where
propaganda for this State is concerned.

The Premier: There is no tourist traffie
going on anywhere in Australia at the
moment. We are coneentrating on the war.

Mr. KELLY: At the beginning of my
remarks T said that little had been possible
in the last four or five years but that at
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no time had this State done anything in the
way of attracting tourist traflic,

The Premier: You do not krow what you
are talking about]

Mr. KELLY: I think I know perfeetly
well what I am talking about. I bLave
travelled through the Eastern States and
other places, and there very little, if any-
thing, is available regarding Western Aus-
tralia. The Premier knows very well that it
is possible to go to any hotel in the
Eastern States, even at the present time
when the war has been going on for five
vears, and to find plenty of propaganda con-
cerning ecvery State except Western Aus-
tralia. The motion lends itself to some re-
ference to the possibility of post-war air
traffie. This will undoubtedly be very great.
Not only shall we have to pay attention to
the establishment of adequate aerodromes
within the metropolitan arca, but we shall
also have to constder the ereetion of such nero-
dromes in other parts of the State.  Air
travel would be an exeellent means of en-
abling tourists to sec the splendid views
we have to show them. Reference was made
recently to the possibility of the Swan River
heing used as a seaplane base.

Whilst T have a great love for the Swan
River and an appreciation of the very many
happy days it has afforded thousands of
people in this State, I think there is need
for consideration of the possibility of some
portion of the river bheing used as a sea-
plane base without infringing on the won-
derful heating and other swmmer attrne-
tions that the river has provided for Wost-
ern Australians in the past. Tf we do not
take the opportunity to establish a hase ad-
jacent to the eity, we shall find that in the
post-war period, when oversea trade is com-
ing to Australia, this State will be side-
stepped as it has been on so many previous
oceasions.  We mmst capture the tourist
trade and set oursclves out to make it pos-
sible to rereive the people that come to this
country through the gateway to Anstralia
which we have known for so leng, and which
for all time has had squeaky hinges so for
as the tourist trade is eoneerned. Considera-
tion should be given to providing for the
needs of the people of this State, The
State’s amenities should be made available
to the people by keeping the cost of trans-
port down to a minimum. T agree with the
motion in its entirety and have pleasure in
supporting it.
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MR. HILL (Albany): I endorse quite a
lot of the remarks of the member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie, but not the last one con-
cerning his agreement with the motion in its
entirety. I move an amendment—

That all words after "paradise’’ in the last
line he struek out.

T do not intend to argue about Perth or any
other part of the State.

Mr. Withers: Why not Albany as the
Naples of W.A.?

Mr. HILL: I could easily add that, too,
if T wished to do so, but we shounld look on
the tourist trade as a State-wide asset which
has been neglected. 1 will give the Premier
eredit for this: Since he has held office
and heen Minister in charge of the Tourist
Bureaun, the prant for the Tourist Burean
has heen increased. In fact, the very first
question I asked, when I became a member
of this House, was in conneection with the
amount of money spent on tourist adver-
tising. The first Minister I had the pleasure
of entertaining, after I became n member,
was the Minister for Works. With him on
that occasion was the then Director of Works
and Commissioner of Main Roads, the late
Mr. Tindale. During our conversation these
gentlemen said, “We are not going to spend
money on tourist roads.” T said, “You must
cut out that idea and look at the matter as
a ecommercial proposition.” A year or two
later when they were in my electorate thev
admitted that they were going to spend
money on roads for tourist purposes. The
town of Katoomba in New South Wales has
a population of 10,000 and its only industry
is the tourist industry.

Mr. Fox: But it has the big population
of Sydney to help it.

Mr. HILL: Yes, but we have the popula-
tion of Australia, and we want to attraet it
to this State. Where will members find o
better Tun than from Perth through Bun-
bury to Bridgetown, Pemberton and Norna-
lup. and then to Albany, and back along
the Great Southern? In the north of the
State we have other attractions. Some four
yvears ago when I went to the East T got as
many railway timetables as possible. On
every second page of the New South Wales
timetable there appeared an advertisement
—“Go by rail to Katoomba,” or “Go hy rail
t¢ the Blue Mountains” But there is nat
one advertisement like those in the timetable
of this State. In South Africa the tourist
traffle is a verv important part of the har-
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bours and railways administration. In nor-
mal times the tourist assets of Western
Australia are well worth developing.

MR. WATITS (LKatanning—on amend-
ment) : T support the amendment, but nof
for precisely the reason given by the mem-
ber for Albany, although I agree that there
is substanee in that reason, to wit, that we
should not in a motion of this kind select
any portion of the State for a partieular
tourist purpose. I do not know why the
city of Paris was selected as the one that
Perth should seek to emulate. I feel that
there are plaees which might be more de-
serving of our emulation than that eity
which has had such a checkered career,
nof only in recent years, but in the greater
part of its history, and its record in many
directions is not one which Perth should
seek to follow closely, or that this House
should ask the people of Perth to follow.
There are very obvious reasons why we
should endeavour to make Perth a tourist
resort along lines entirely our own. TPerth
has attractions of its own which are not to
he found in any other city in Australia. We
shonld in Western Australia set to work to
make Perth the centre of atiraction from
which there shall radiate tours and jour-
neys to the beauty spots of the State, both
near and far afield; and there are a great
many such spots. It is our duty, if we are
going to make Perth the ecentre of our
tourist resorts in the future, in order to
attract money and Interest from outside—
and I do not mean interest on money—to
build it up in our own way and not seek tuv
emulate the past history, reeord or methods
of attraction adopted by Paris or else-
where.

MR, NORTH (Claremont—on amend-
ment): I do not objeet to the amendment.
The whole includes the lesser and the tour—
ist paradise of Western Australia nator-
ally would include Perth. The idea of
bringing in the word ‘‘Perth’’ was to
create a centre to which people could be
called from the rest of the world. Also it
is a charming city as the Leader of the
Oppesition told us. Bot there is no reason
for insisting on a term that gives offence
to members. If they are slightly puritani-
eal in their outlook I ean quite understand
their hesitancy. In Canada the tourist in-
dustry is one of the biggest; it i3 higger



584

than the wheat industry of that country. I
hope the motion will be ecarried. '
Amendment put and passed.

THE PREMIER: I was unfortunately
absent in the KEastern Staies when the
motion was originally moved by the mem-
ber for Clarcmont, but I am quite satisfied
to supporl it. In fact, I think it is some-
thing to which we can devote a good deal
of uctivity with great advautage, not only
to the city of Perth, but to the State gener-
ailly. As has been mentioned by the hon.
member, the tourist industry of Canada
produces more revenue than does the wheat
industry. "That gives an idea of its im-
portance to different countries.

Mr. North: It shows what can be Jone.

The PREMIER: Yes. I think it ¢an he
said that Switzerland experieneed an eco-
nomic disaster when the tourist industry
was discontinued because of the war. Some-
thing like half of the population of that
country is dependent on the tourist traffic,
and the cessation of that industry has
mennt the loss of millions of pounds. The
same thing has oceurred in the sonth of
France at Nice, Cannes, Villefranche, and
such places. It is astonishing the hotel
accommodation that they provide. In four
or five of the towns in Southern France
there are hotels with over 1,000 rooms, and
they are full during the tourist season.
When that traffic is stopped, the whole
country is desolated and in a very bad
economie state. I have no illusions about
the importance of the fourist trade. As
has been mentioned here, we have devoted
a considerable amount of attention to it.
I was astonished at the attitude adopted
hy the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie. He
seemed to imply that nothing had hecn
done. Tt ix trme that at the moment, be-
cause of the war, the tourist aetivities of
this State have been entirely discontinued.

Mr. Kelly: The Premier was talking
when T made my remarks, and they clearly
showed wheat I meant.

The PREMIER: The hen. member im-
plied that nothing was done in the way of
catering for tourists. In the vear immedi-
ately prior to the war the Government
spent £7,000 on tourist aetivities and in
addition amounts were spent by other
people In advertising various attraetions.
The member for Bunbury ean tell the
Honse that it is impossible to get aecom-
modation in Bunbury because of the tour-
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ist traffie., T would not like the member for
Albany to be deprived of the amount of
meney spent in Albany by the tourist trade
and the amount of money that the people
in that district, together with the munmiei-
pality, devote to the purpose of encouraging
tourists who mean such a lot to the town.
It is said that nothing has heen done in con-
nection with tourist roads. Buat as the mem-
ber for Albany has just remarked, roads
have been specifieally constructed for tourist
purposes. Some two or three years ago I
was at Nornalup where a road has been made
at a cost of £10,000 or £12,000 providing
a scenie view almost unequalled in Australia.
That has bren advertised. The member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie must be so interested in
his husiness activities and produective capa-
city as o mine owner that he has not the
time to look into such matters as have the
more pleasure-seeking members of the popu-
lation.

Mr. Kelly: He does a bit of that too.

The PREMIER : Yes, but in implying that
nothing, or very little has been done, the
hon. member was not quite fair to the activi-
ties of the tourist department, and the in-
crease in the activities of that department
immediately prior to the war, In faet, we
had one of the hrightest offices in the ecity
at the Tourist Burcar, which has sinee elosed
because there is no tourist traffic. A large
number of exeursions went from there every
day. Buses ran in all direetions and took
people to different places. The member for
Albany ean tell us of the huses running from
Perth to Albany and from Albany to Nor-
nalup. A service runs hetween Albany and
Nornalup and is patronised by about 40 or
50 people each day.

It is of no use deerying what has heen
done. I put it down charitably to the faet
that the hon. member was living in the hack
eountry and devoting all his attention to pro-
ducing there, that he did not know exactly
what was going on. Some roads in various
parts of the State have been built simply
for tourist purpeses. It can hardly he said
that the Government has been lacking in its
desire to promote the tourist trade, becanse
we know its importance to the State, The
Porongorups and similar places have tourist
attractions which have been advertised. In
the advertising of our tourist attractions we
want to concentrate on something peculiar
to Western Australia; something different
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from what can be offered in other places.
The road over which we pass between Man-
jimup and Pemberton, with its tall karri
trees growing to about 160ft. before branch-
ing, is one of the most beautiful sights that
can be seen anywhere,

The red cedar trees of California are
known all over the world. Similarly our
karri trees, and the views in that type of
country attract many visitors. Numbers
come here for the particular purpose of see-
ing them. 1 had a request only during the
last two or three weeks from the Agent Gen-
eral in London for a further supply of the
literature which we used to send to his office
to be put on mail boats and other ships
coming into Fremantle Harbour. We are
not doing any of that now, I frankly con-
fess, beeause it is almost impossible to get the
paper for that class of advertising, and it
is of no use trying to cater for the public
during wartime. As a result the activities
of the Tourist Department have almost en-
tively ceased. But they will be resumed
practically immediately after the war. Un-
fortunately the gentleman who was direetor
of tourist activities in this State, and who
was a very live and enthusiastie officer, re-
tired recently. There was nothing to be
gained by filling his position, because we
cannot offer tourist attractions to people at
present. They eannot get tyres, petrol or
other necessary commodities. We can hardly
get sufficient c¢oal for the railway system to
cope with the necessary railway traffic, with-
out trying to boost it with tourist traffic.

Mr. Withers: Everyone who gets the
chance rushes to Bunbury.
The PREMIER: I suppose so. I think

people all rush to the nearest places. Petrol
is hard to obtain. Car owners are allowed
a small quantity and consequently many
people patronise the resorts in and around
the metropolitan area. A few years ago not
many pecple were found at Crawley on Sat-
urday afternoon and Sunday, but now hun-
dreds of children are taken there hecause
it is within easy aceess from the trams. The
same remark to some extent applies to Man-
durah. Four or five huses go there every
week-end. Nobhody is anxious to extend the
tonrist traffic' at present becanse we cannot
eater for the people who wish ta travel to
varions rerorts.

Mr. North: The motion says it should he
inclnded as part of the post-war activities.
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The PREMIER: But the remarks of the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie implied that
the Government was not interested in the
tourist traffic. We arc interested to the ex-
teni;, of £7,000 to £8,000 of revenue which is
voted by Parliament every year for tourist
activities, Eighteen months before the war
we opened a tourist agency in Melbourne,
and arranged for several reso trains to come
from the Eastern States. Those trains were
filled with pnassengers. Consequently we
have not been idle. Knowing the value of
the tourist traffic, the State has made post-
war plans for a great extension immediately
the piping times of peace return.

The Minister for the North-West spoke
of trout Ashing. Streams in the South-West
have been stocked with tront. We have had
the assistance of the local authorities and
of the Aecclimatisation Soeiety, and the pro-
gress made in stocking certain of our rivers
has been considerable. ‘The fruits of this
work can be scen in the Manjimnp, Collie
and Pemberton districts. When I was in
England I saw people making the trip from
Anglesen to Iveland, a trip of four or five
days’ travelling to get threc or four trout.
All people have to do here is to take a motor
trip of five or six hours and they could get
as many trout as eould the people making
the longer journey from England to Ire-
land. I had experience of the disadvan-
tages in the Old Country; I fonnd it was
neceszary to change about ten times and it
cost the tonrist about 30s. in tips. The
Acclimatisation Soeiety has done much to
stoek our streams with trout and other fresh
water fish, and this work will bear fruit.
The Government has provided money for
the purpose, and T think we can breed the
fish we require. This will make a big dif-
ference to tourist traffie.

Many other places have their attractions
for tourists. There are Shark Bay and the
Abrohlos Islands for fishing. When the war
is over we have plans for building a modern
hotel at Rottnest. Arrangements were al-
most ready for the word “go” to be given
when the war eame. Many other develop-
ments are under econsideration to increase
tourist traffic. Therefore it ecannot be said
that we are not alive to the possibility of
doing something in this direction, We have
done much, and we intend to do more in the
post-war years. I commend the member for
Claremont for having tabled the motion, but
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he and other members will agree that this is
not the time to do anytbing in the direction
of actively pursuing a policy for the expan-
sion of tourist traffic.

Mr. Kelly: The biggest trade will be in
the post-war period.

The PREMIER: Yes. Before the war we
had two Government photographers con-
stantly employed in taking pictures for the
Tourist Bureau. At present all our ener-
gies are being directed to the prosecution of
the war and other things have to hang fire.
Still, we have plans ready to be put into
execution when the time comes, We shall
have a representative in Melbourne, and 1
should say representatives also in Sydney,
Brisbane and Adelaide. The fact that we
have reciproeal arrangements with other
Slates shows what ecan he done. I am quite
satisfied that when we put an item on the
Estimates in the post-war period to en-
courage tourist traffic and when we provide
money for building roads and supplying
other faeilities, no member will cavil at the
expense.  Before the war the Government
received commendation from all sections of
the House for what it was doing. I repeat
that we have made plans to continue this
activity immediately the war is over.

We have wonderful opportunities to en-
vourage tourist traffic in Western Australia.
We have our caves and many other attrac-
tions on which we ecan concentrate. We
should not make a fuss of those attractions
of which the equal is to be found in other
Rtates of Australia, but should devote atten-
tion to those things which are not in exisi-
cence in other parts. Those are things on
which we ean eoncentrate with advantage to
ourselves, I have no objection {o the motion.
When the time ecomes and we ean place
X10,000 or £15,000 on the Estimates to spend
on tourist aectivities, we shall not be afraid
of getting hostile eriticism from members.

MR. WILLMOTT (Sussex): The Premier
has certainly given a full outline of the
intentions of the Government when hostili-
ties ecase, but T wish to add a word to what
has been said becanse I am very keen on
developing tourist traffic. I was in elose
toueh with the ex-director of the Tourist
Bureau for a number of years.

The Premier: People ean go to Yallingup
now,

Mr. WILLMOTT: 1t was through tne
Tourist Bureuu that the now Cave House at
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Yallingup came to be built. I wish to point
out that additional reads are required in
my area to serve the seaside and fishing re-
sorts, Roads huve been cleared in many
instances but not formed, but these will
ultimately serve the fishing resorts on the
South-West coast. The Premier has told
us that after hostilities cease, we must be
prepared to spend a lot of money on furtlier
roads vight through that part of the State.
Portions of the road have heen surveyed
right along the eoast hetween Busselton and
Wonnerop which, when completed, will
make an excellent drive, and it is hoped to
carry the road on around Cape Naturaliste,
into Yallingup, link up with the other road
to Margaret River, then go to Augusta,
eross to Nannup, Pemberton and Manjimup,
and serve also Walpole, XNornalup and
Denmark.

The Premier: The road hetween Nannup
and Balingup is one of the prettiest drives
in the State.

Mr. WILLMOTT : The river is down be-
low and the road ecuts into the side of
the hill in that area. Tt is indeed a pretty
drive, but there are many such drives that
conld he made throughout the South-West
district. We must not overlook our orchard
arcas, cither; a drive through those areas
would also be charming. Then we have our
big timber in the Pemberton-Manjimup dis-
trict. Only this morning I had the good for-
tune to talk to zome of our Imperial Navy
boys at present in Perth. They inquired
where onr big timher was sitnated and T was
able to tell them, hut of course they had no
opportunity to make the jomrney. T wish I
could have taken them thore,

Mr. Holman: There is a scheme wherehy
American sailors have been taken to that
distriet.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I am glad to hear that.
At present it is not always possible to ar-
range such trips. I am glad the member for
Claremont has sitbmitted this motion, as I
feel sure that Western Australia ean be
made one of the show States for tourist
purposes. I have seen some of the coastal
tourist places in South Amnstralia—Qlenclg
and Victor Harhour. Both places are laid
out very nicely, but we have coastal places
in our State that are far better, the Bun-
bury-Busselton distriet, for example, which
we all know so well. They arc far heyond
the disiriets T saw in South Australin. We
have many other places along our coast snit-
able for tourists; as one speaker said, we
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have beaches where the smallest child can
bathe, and we have surf for the strong
swimmers. We also have rocky ecliffs from
which persons may fish, I have much plea-
sure in supporting the motion.

Mr. HOLMAN: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.
Question put and passed; the motion, as
amended, agreed to,

House adjourned at 9.58 p.om.

Tegislative Council,
Thursday, 1dth September, 1944,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm, and read prayers.

QUESTION—VERMIN DESTRUCTION.
As to Strychnine Supplies.

Hon. G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sce-
retary:

In view of the statement by the Acting
Minister for Agrieulture to the York Road
Board, that snpplies of strychnine are now
available for the extermination of rabbits
and foxes, will the Minister coneerned an-
nounce where supplies are to he procured
and in what quantity?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

Strychnine can be obtained by vermin
boards from either of the wholesale drug-
gists in Perth. Both firms recently re-
ceived portion of the 18,576 ozs. which have
been allotted to Western Australia for de-
livery by the end of December, 1944.
Boards who have lodged orders are being
supplied on a pro rata bagis. Further sup-
plies ex Melbourne are expected at intervals
until the close of the present year.
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BILL—DRIED FRUITS ACT

AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.36] in
moving the second reading said: By this
Bill it is proposed to continue the opera-
tions of the Dried Fruits Act for a period
of two years as from the 31st March, 1945.
The subject matter and aims of the prin-
cipul Aet are well-known to members. It
was introduced at a time when the state of
the dried fruoits industry was chaotic and
conditions were such that the industry was
threatened with ruin. Under its provisions,
planned marketing under the control of a
Dried Fruits Board replaced the former hap-
hazard system under which Western Aus-
tralian growers, in an endeavour to dispose
of their products, were obliged to sell in
other States ai prices whieh, in some in-
stances, were helow production costs. The
effeet of the operations of the Act has been
to preserve and stabilise the entire industry,
and prices generally have been maintained at
rensonable levels.

The cost to the growers of the Dried
Fruits Board constituted under the previ-
gions of the Aet was only £10,740 for the
15-year period 1929-1943, representing an
average charge of only Bs. 5d. per ton. In
recent years the cost fo the grower per Ih.
has varied from .0244. in 1940 to .035d. in
1543, compared with a maximum statutory
confribution of .0625d. per 1b. The degree
to whieh the industry has expanded in this
State since the inception of the Aet may be
ganged from the following figures: The aver-
age annual production in the first three years
of i*s operation (1927-1929) was 1,840 tons.
Since 1930 the ouiput has averaged almost
2,700 tons, representing an inerease of about
50 per cent. above the quantity produced in
the basze-period. The peak was attained in
1939, when the total production of dried
vine frnits exceeded 3,900 tons.

Of the total output, approximately 80
per cent. is comprised of currants. The ex-
port quota of this commodity last year was
7234, per cent. Tt will thus be seen that well
over half of the total yield of the industry
represents exportable surplus. The Govern-
ments of Great Britain and Canada are most
anxions that full supplies of dried vine
froits be maintained, and adequate shipping
space has so far been available. It would
be a matier for great regret if the future
of an industry such as this were jeopardised



